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COVER PHOTO ; 

A visitor in Scott Donaldson’s shop in 
Anchorage, Alaska. Mr. Donaldson com- 
ments: . 

“Tt shows Joe Stearns, Philadelphia, 
Pa., in my shop when he stopped in to see 
me a few months ago. It is obvious what 
he is doing and we spent a whole day in a 
similar fashion. 

“The picture was taken with a Hassel- 
blad 500C camera and electronic flash.” 


A STICKTOITIVE 
SHOOTING PROMOTER 

Olin G. LeRoy of Rochester, New 
York, is a promoter of shooting who sticks 
to what he starts and proves that persever- 
ing hard work gets results. 

LeRoy was the instigator of the asso- 
ciation of smallbore rifle clubs in western 
and central New York State which became 
known as the Empire State Rifle Associa- 
tion and later joined with the nearly defunct 
New York State Rifle Ass’n to form the 
present New York Rifle and Pistol Ass'n, 
and was secretary, spark-plug of the orig- 
inal organization during its formative years, 
as well as editor of its snappy monthly 
news bulletin. 

Several years ago, while still a spark- 
plug in the ESRA, LeRoy became interest- 
ed in the Canadian .22 caliber Sporting Rifle 
Program, which was and still is the most 
popular competitive smallbore program in 
that country. He felt that some similar 
program for the light weigat ae cal. rim- 
fire rifles might be made popular in the 
U. S. and be an addition to the rifle shoot- 
ing sport. 

He went to work at it, enlisted the 
cooperation of members of his own Roch- 
ester Rifle Club and other clubs in that as- 
sociation area. They devised starting rules 
that seemed to meet the wishes of shooters 
in that area, adopted a target, organized a 
league, and went to shooting. 

Since shooting the light hunting and 
plinking .22’s is almost universally done 
from the standing position, that was the 
position the league adopted for its competi- 
tive shooting, and a course of three 10-shot 
strings for the match total. In the begin- 
ning of this program a number of the ex- 
perienced smallbore target shooters took 
part in it but, as hoped, it did attract a good 
number of people who had never before en- 
gaged in organized target shooting of any 
form. 

For several years we have not heard 
anything about this program, or from Olin 
LeRoy other than to welcome his magazine 
subscription renewals, but recently we re- 
ceived from him a Final Bulletin for the 
past shooting season of the Central West- 
ern New York “SPORTERRIFLE AS- 
SOCIATION.” Six clubs representing 
Horseheads, (near Elmira), Niagara Fals, 
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Palmyra, Lockport, Victor and Rochester, 
New York, each fired 16 matches during 
the winter season, and 128 individuals fired 
in 2 or more of the matches. Going over 
the “Season’s Averages” list of names we 
found very, very few that we recognized as 
past target rifle snooters, so it appears that 
this Sporterifle program has fulfilled its 
purpose of bringing new people into an or- 
ganized sport shooting program. 

Perhaps some of the features that have 
helped popularize this program are; restrict- 
ing the guns to the light weight, relatively 
inexpensive .22 rifles that most people start 
shooting “for fun’ with. Most people do 
their casual “shooting for fun” from the 
standing position, so they continue “shoot- 
ing for fun” in the league program without 
need for a lot of additional paraphernalia or 
learning, for some, new and uncomfortable 
shooting positions. The Sporterifle shoot- 
er needs no more equipment to begin and 
continue in this sport than does the run-of- 
mill gallery pistol shooter (which is another 
presently fast growing branch of sport 
shooting). 

Sporterifle shooting does not seem to 
have been widely publicized. It would 
seem that it might very well be adopted 
and become popular in other areas, now 
that. an organized program has been prov- 
en good by several years of experience. 
We believe that any group who might be 
interested in trying to promote this pro- 
gram might get more detailed information 
by writing to Olin G. LeRoy, 2661 Dewey 
Ave., Rochester, New York. He could 
probably supply a copy of rules and per- 
haps a sample of the target used. (Olin 
LeRoy may not thank me for passing along 
this information and suggestion but he “led 
with his chin” when he sent me that league 
bulletin. It is just too good to keep cov- 
ered up.) 

BH. Es 


THE WILL TO KEEP DOING 


Horace A. Rayno of Forbes Rifle Club 
(Albany, N. Y.), hot Massachusetts Schuet- 
zen shooter in the ’90’s and 1900’s and 
bench rester in the 19teens, has scrapped 
the wheel-chair access ramp to his home, 
necessitated by five major fractures which 
nearly did him in last Spring, and is fixing 
to build bench rests out of the salvage. 

Now in the crutch-shilleleigh transition 
period, he is set to get in his quota of trout 
fishing, work out some light bullet loads 
for the rifle barrel of his 9.3 x 72R drilling 
and develop something hot and accurate for 
his Fred Adolph Springfield, maybe around 
the new Sierra H. P. match bullet. 

His grandsons, who serve as part of 
the labor force on the ramp-rest project, 
will probably get in on the Springfield 
shooting and maybe a little smoke-pole 
stuff with his .38-55 Hudson throated Win- 
chester-Zischang. He thas indicated that 
he’d like to give them a double dose for the 
fishing trips he couldn’t take them on when 
he was laid up in the hospital. 

He still has the Smith-Peterson pin 
running the length of the right femur, and 
is considering with approval Bob  Stine- 
hour’s idea of making it into a pistol barrel 
when it comes out after deer hunting next 
Fall. 

Dermot C. Reilly 
POWER-DRIVEN BULLET 
JACKET THICKNESS GAUGE 


Mr. W. T. Hopfengardner, 1005 Salem 
Ave., Dayton 6, Ohio, sent us one of his 
new power-driven bullet jacket wall thick- 
ness gauges for examination and trial. We 
have given the gauge a pretty thorough 
work-out and in our opinion it is a desirable 


and worthwhile instrument for the home 
bullet maker who is seeking the ultimate in 
accuracy from his bullets. 

The gauge is a high quality item 
throughout. It is neat and attractive in 
appearance and is designed for convenient 
use. The over-all dimensions of the nice 
looking enameled metal case are; 5” wide 
by 4%” deep, with the top sloping from 4” 
high in back to 214” high in front. The 
sloping top makes for convenient working 
and easy reading of the dial gauge. The 
cabinet-case has non-skid, non-marring 
rubber feet on each corner. 


the 
“heart” of the instrument is the top qual- 
ity Federal dial indicator which reads to 
.0001 inch graduations, mounted on top of 


Referring to the illustration, 


the case. The indicator has an adjustable- 
bracket back and is readily removed for 
other uses. The post, or “stake,” over 
which the jacket is placed for measuring, 
will be made to fit the inside of the cus- 
tomer’s jackets. The power unit, a high- 
quality 115 volt a.c. gear-head motor which 
is designed to run for years without main- 
tenance, is enclosed in the cabinet and fast- 
ened to the underside of the top. The mo- 
tor shaft extends through the top of the 
cabinet, to which is affixed a replacable 
friction drive button, which turns the bullet 
jacket on the stake. The bullet jacket 
makes one complete revolution in 3 seconds, 
fast enough to speed the job of jacket 
gauging but slow enough for accurately 
reading the dial pointer. 

The price of the gauge is $60.00. Con- 
sidering that Mr. MHopfengardner ' states 
that the Federal dial indicator gauge used 
costs him $33.50, and the motor $8.10, plus 
the case, parts that have to be made and 
assembly work, it wouldn’t appear there 
was much profiteering in that $60.00 price 
tag. Additional posts (stakes) to fit parti- 
cular jackets are $6.00 each. 

Mr. Hopfengardner lists two precau- 
tions in using the gauge. Jackets must be 
free of grease as a small amount will cause 
the rubber driver to skip. Construction of 
the dial indicator is quite similar to that of 
a watch and damage may result from ex- 
cessive shock. 

I was interested in finding out for my- 
self what the proportional variation in jack- 
et wall thickness might be (and to get some 
selected lots of jackets for later trial shoot- 
ing). I was out of .22 cal. jackets (for 
which the gauge was made) when the 
gauge arrived, but immediately ordered 
1M of the .705 Sierra jackets that I regu- 
larly use, and as soon as they were ob- 
tained, went at the measuring job. (While 
this measuring might get to be a chore, this 
first experience was very interesting.) 

From this thousand jackets I obtained 
40% with a jacket wall thickness variation 
of a maximum .0003”. Another 40% plus 
were between .0003 and .0004. The re- 
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maining 20% minus which were over .0004” 
variation are set aside for plinking use (a 
very few over .0006” wer discarded). 

Mr. Hopfengardner comments: “The 
fellow with a half-inch rifle isn’t going to 
get too much out of it (gauging jackets) 
but I feel it is a necessity for the man with 
a good gun who is trying to squeeze the 
last thousandth out of his group. And that 
last thousandth may be the one that wins 
or loses a match.” 

However, it is recognized by all exper- 
ienced target shooters that it is the absence 
of poor shots that makes good scores. For 
the home bullet maker not too concerned 
with winning bench rest aggregates, but for 
his own satisfaction seeking the best accur- 
acy he can obtain, the weeding out of jack- 
ets with excessive wall thickness variation, 
which might and probably do cause some 
of those unaccountable wide “flyers,” might 
be the important and desirable feature 
which would make the time spent in the 
gauging seem worthwhile. 


Ps He E. 


Home-made ejection lever for use with 
Bahler Die Shop bullet making dies. 


A HOME MADE GIMMICK 

The Bahler Die Shop dies that I use 
for making .30 caliber bullets have a mush- 
room shaped top to the ejection pins, de- 
signed to eject the work by pushing with 
the palm of the hand. That works fairly 
satisfactorily for making a small run of 
bullets, but for making lots of several hun- 
dred bullets it is inconvenient, time consum- 
ing, plain hard work. 

So, from a scrap piece of 1” X 2” pine 
lumber and a scrap bolt, using a hand saw, 
bit-brace drill and a wood chisel, and less 
than a half hour of time. I made the gim- 
mick illustrated, which is fastened to the 
back of the frame of my RCBS 2A press 
with two small C clamps. 

Now I can work at the bullet making 
for hours, conveniently, comfortably, and 
obtain a better product due to the more uni- 
form ejection of the work. That few min- 
utes work, and making use of a couple bits 
of scrap material, was a good investment 
for me. 

Pi A. Ts 


HOW TO CONVERT 
MILITARY RIFLES 

The third edition of this book, publish- 
ed by the Williams Gun Sight Company, 
7300 Lapeer Road, Davison, Michigan, and 
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IN CALIFORNIA ... 


Tune up your deer rifle, your bench rest rifle, your target rifle and yourself 


_ at the 


HUTTON RIFLE RANCH... 


Official Range of GUNS and AMMO magazine 
20 Covered Bench Rests with Spotting Scopes 
Midway between Highway 101 and 101-A, in 


Topanga Canyon, near Santa Monica, Calif. 


MAINE .30 CALIBER RIFLE MATCHES 
JUNE 11, 1961 at HAMPDEN, MAINE RIFLE & PISTOL CLUB 
Awards in Military, Civilian and Junior Category 


All matches at 200 yards. Camp Perry 


try-outs for Maine Civilian residents. 


All are welcome. 
Programs: Paul M. Beegel, 80 Goff St., Auburn, Maine 


HOW TO CONVER 
MILITARY RIFLES 


priced at 50¢ per copy, has been enlarged to 
include the M1 Garand, the 91 Argentine 
Mauser and the 95 Winchester, in addition 
to other U. S. and foreign surplus military 
rifles currently available. 

Complete step by step instructions and 
over 100 illustrations show how to disas- 
semble, rework, refinish, reassemble and in- 
stall the accessories needed. 


A height chart of sight combinations is 
included, together with ammunition to use 
and its availability. Also included are illus- 
trations of the accessories that will fit the 
rifles and the tools and equipment that 
shooters might like to have to make their 
conversion work easier. 

For shooting people who may be con- 
sidering making a start at home, do-it-your- 
self conversion and rebuilding of rifles, some 
cf the available surplus military rifles are 
economical pieces to practice on, and the 
Williams book should be a help to them. 

P, A, T: 


TOURNAMENT 
CIRCUIT 


NEW YORK CITY 


Tepping a field of 63 shooters in_ the 
Metropolitan Rifle League Spring Individ- 
ual and two man team match in Brooklyn, 
March 19th, A. Rosenblatt with a score of 
400-36x for the 40 shot 100 yard indoor 
course to beat Walter Tomsen’s 400-35x in 
the individual match. Others with 400 
scores were Rans Triggs 400-32, F. Cole 
490-30, G. Snellgrove 400-30, D. Schimmel 
400-28 and Fred Triggs 400-24. 


BULLET JACKET THICKNESS 


GAUGE 
Ilzw power-driven precision dial-indicator 
gauz2 gives positive measurement of wall- 
thickness variation to .0001” in three sec- 
onds. Price $45 to $60. Write for details. 


W. T. Hopfengardner 
1005 Salem Ave., Dayton 6, Ohio 


need 


SPECIALIZING IN BARREL FITTING 
All chambering with F. K. Elliott reamers. 
22 L. R. Match, Bench Rest or Sporters. 
Shotguns. All calibers and gauges. 

K. E. SMITTY’S SPORT SHOP 
8766 Los Coches Rd., Lakeside, Calif. 
——— ee 

Walter Tomsen and Fred Cole won 
the two man team event with an 800-65x 
score to beat two other team “possible” 
scores. L. Aronsohn and Harry Stone 
scored 810-57, and H. Powell and H. D. 
Powell, 800-54. 

Tomsen had top individual aggregate 
score of 800-68x to beat Fred Cole’s 800-63 
and Rans Triggs’ 800-61. Sam Tekulsky 
and A. Rosenblatt each scored 799-65x for 
fourth and fifth places. 


AMERICAN SMALLBORE INDOOR 
RECORD MATCH 

The 43rd Anniversary American Small- 
bore Indoor Record Match had 274 con- 
testants return fired targets for the 100 shot 
Championship Match; the postal match fir- 
ed at 50 feet range on 25 count ring targets 
from tne offhand position with any .22 cal. 
rimfire rifle with any sights. 

Lt. Robt. B. Trew, AAMU, Fort Ben- 
ning, Ga.. won the 100 shot championship 
with a 2496 X 2500 score, just a point un- 
der the record 2497 that Ammon Bell shot 
to win the match last year. Lt. Trew has 
won this match once before, as civilian 
“Barry” Trew from Bentleyville, Pa. Last 
year’s champ, Ammon Bell, was in 14th 
place this year, and 14 points off his record 
score of last year. 

Trailing Trew were: Gary L. Ander- 
son, AAMU, Ft. Benning, 2494; Lt. Tom- 
my Pool, AAMU, Ft. Benning, 2493; Aug- 
gic Westergaard, Iowa, (a former champ) 
2492: William Funk, Pa. 2489; Roy E. 
Oster, Pa. 2487; Fergus Ward, Calif., 2487; 
Kent Bu'finch, Calif., 2487; Lt. Donald 
Harmon, AAMU, Ft. Benning, 2486; and 
Gordon Taras, Calif., 2486. 

The 10-shot King Match, fired on a 
more difficult 25 count ring target, had 245 
contestants. Earle Miller, Glenwillard, Pa. 
was the winner with the only 250 possible 
score fired. Roy Oster and Garry Ander- 
son scored 248 for second and third places. 
Parry Trew and Fred Willing (N. Y.) had 

(Continued on Page Four) 


American Smallbore Indoor Record Match 

(Continued from Page Three) 
the top ranking of thirteen 247 scores. 
The count for rifles used was: 
52—155, Remington 46, Anschutz 31, Bal- 
lard 13, BSA 13, Hammerli 4, and the rest 
a sprinkling of Finnish Lion, Stevens and 
odd makes. 


Win. 


NEW JERSEY OFFHAND MATCH 


The 10th annual Wedgbury Memorial 
Match, 40 shots offhand at 75 feet range, 
was fired at the Maplewood Rifle Club, 
March 25th, with 34 competing. Ed Don- 
aldson won the match with a 382 score, W. 
Patten second with 378, and Rans Triggs 
third with 37. K. Hankins, A. Battisto, 
R. Blatchley and A. Burton ranked in that 
order, each with a 373 score. 


VERMONT GALLERY RIFLE 
CHAMPIONSHIP 


A near record entry of 91 and very 
keen competition featured the Vermont 
State Gallery Rifle Championships, con- 
ducted by the Barre Rifle and Pistol Club 
and fired on the Norwich University Arm- 
ory range in Northfield, April 9 and 16. 

Richard Betz of Exeter, New Hamp- 
shire beat out Vermont’s Ronald Brand 
from South Burlington by two points, 779 
to 777. ©. Fredericks of Warner, New 
Hampshire also scored 777. Betz and 
Brand were tied with 390 after the prone 
and standing stages, with Fredericks 6 
points behind them and no threat at that 
time. In the sitting stage Brand gained a 
point on Betz and Fredericks picked up 
three points. In the final kneeling stage 
Fredericks won the stage with a 194 to tie 
Brand’s aggregate point score, while Betz 
posted a 193 to clinch the aggregate win. 

Vermonters C. Langmaid of Brattle- 
boro and R. Fernandez of Northfield each 
scored 774 for 4th and Sth places. High 
Expert E. Lasher of Albany, N. Y.; high 
Sharpshooter J. Gomo of Springfield, Vt.; 
high Marksman R. Dupere, Northfield, Vt.; 
and 4th Master T. McDonnell of Glens 
Falls, N. Y. all scored aggregates of 773. 

R. Gregory, Winchester, N. H. won 
the prone stage with 200—20+1. Betz and 
Brand were one-two in the standing stage, 
each scoring 190. Harry Naylor, Essex 
Junction, Vt. won the sitting stage with 
200-17, beating Gary Beattie of Northfield 
(200-15) and N. Williams, Granville, N. Y. 
(200-11). 

Brattleboro Rifle Club won the team 
match with 1538, beating Burlington Rifle 
and Pistol Club by 10 points and Northfield 
Rifle Club by 15 points. 


NEW HAMPSHIRE GALLERY 
CHAMPIONSHIPS 

Walter Kistler of West Boylston, 
Mass. was the grand aggregate winner at 
the New Hampshire State Pistol Cham- 
pionship tournament, fired at Concord on 
April 15-16. Kistler won the slow fire 
match with a 184, timed fire with 197, rapid 
fire with 196, and his winning aggregate 
score was 86l. Pete Kostecki of Cam- 
bridge, Mass. won the gallery course match 
with a 286. 

Ray Bowlby of the host Pioneer Club 
took the N. H. resident championship with 
an aggregate score of 849. Joyce Kistler 
won the high lady award with her 789. 

Charles Langmaid from Brattleboro, 
Vermont, fired high grand aggregate score 
of 782 at the New Hampshire Gallery Rifle 
Championship tournament, fired at the Pis- 
cataqua Rifle Club range in Portsmouth, 
April 23rd. William Pope of the host club 
took the N. H. resident championship with 
his 777 score. Esther Smith of Keene, 
N. H. won the high lady award and the 
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Winners in Id 
Piscataqua club team retained the team 
championship. 
IDAHO STATE JUNIOR 
CHAMPIONSHIPS 


A record entry of 70 boys and girls 
fired a 600 point aggregate in the Idaho 
State Junior Gallery Rifle Championships 
at Twin Falls, March 19th. The match 
was sponsored by the Twin Falls Junior 
Rifle Club. 

Joe Gillespie, Twin Falls, took the 
boy’s title with a 567 score. Roger Tyree, 
Ogden, Utah, was second with 560, and Jan 
Chadwell, Layton, Utah, was third with 
558. 

Jeanie Hansen, Ogden, Utah, won the 
girl’s trophy with a 549 aggregate, beating 
second place Kathy Herrett of Twin Falls 
by an eleven point margin. Kathy Fergu- 
son, Salt Lake City, Utah, was third with 
533. 

The Wasatch Junior Rifle Club, Og- 
den, won the four man team match by a 
single point margin. Shooting 1118, they 
defeated the Twin Falls first team’s 1117 
score. The Ogden “Impossibles” Junior 
Club team was third with 1111. 

Gillespie won his title using a Winches- 
ter Model 52 heavy barrel rifle with Red- 
field Olympic rear sight and Freeland front 
sight. Miss Hansen also used a Winches- 
ter 52 rifle with a Redfield Olympic rear 
sight with X-tube and Redfield Olympic 
front sight. Both used Mark III ammuni- 
tion. 

Barbara Sanborn, reporter 


CALIFORNIA MUZZLE LOADER 
MATCHES 

The outstanding winner in the 12th an- 
nual California Muzzle Loader Matches, 
fired March 27th through April Ist at 
Fresno, was Leslie Stephenson from San 
Jose, Calif. He won 12 of 27 rifle matches 
in which he was eligible to compete, and 
6 of 9 aggregate events, one of which in- 
cluded firing the flint lock pistol and an- 
other the cap and ball handgun. A few 
years ago Stephenson was well known as a 
competitor to beat in Eastern .30 cal. rifle 
matches, while stationed at Army installa- 
itons in the area, and he has been a member 
of California State Rifle Teams in the Na- 


tional Matches at Camp Perry. He one 
time stated that if it were required for 
teams to fire air rifles in the National 


Matches that he would sure try to win a 
piace on his State Team. It appears he 
would now be a leading candidate for a 
California all-around muzzle loader team. 
With the “slug rifles’ at 200 yards, 
rest, Stephenson had some real competition 
from senior shooter Carl Fuller from Riv- 


aho State Junior Rifle Champio 


tia 


mships. 


Groups made by Leslie Stephenson (left), 
San Jose, and Carl Fuller, Riverdale, with 
muzzle loading “slug rifles” at 200 yards 


from bench rest. Stephenson’s group was 
6 25/32 inches by “string measure” and 
Fuller’s 7 3/16 inches. Groups were win- 
ners in one match of the California Muzzle 
Loader Championships fired at Fresno. 


erdale. At 200 yards bench rest, slug rifles 
with any sights, Stephenson beat Fuller by 
a single X-99-5x to 99-4x. Richard Coviel- 
lo, a Fresno junior shooter, scored a 98-5x 
in this match. 

Shooting for group with slug guns at 
200 yards, double bench rest, Stephenson 
won with a group that string measured 
6—25/32 inches to beat Fuller’s 7—3/16 
inch group (shooters and targets in the pic- 
ture). 

At 100 yards, double bench rest, scope 
sights, Carl Fuller beat Vic Coviello of 
Fresno by out-Xing on scores of 98. At 
160 yards, double bench rest, iron sights, 
Coviello won with a 97 to beat Eddie Null, 
Oakland, with a 96. At 100 yards bench 
rest with slug gun, Coviello scored a 109 
possible to beat the 99-7x by Walter Dickie 
from Berkeley. 

With slug rifle at 200 yards, double 
bench rest and iron sights, Coviello won 
with a 98-5x, followed by Eddie Null with 
93, Walter Dickie with 92 and Carl Fuller 
with 91. 


CONNECTICUT BIG BORE LEAGUE 


A record 545 individuals firing with 49 
teams participated in the first Connecticut 
Big Bore League match of the season on 
the Blue Trail Range on April 23rd. 

The defending League champions, Rip- 
powam Rifle Club (Conn.), started off the 
season with a decisive win, scoring 612-58V 
(possible team score 625). The team’s 
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next five ranking scores would have made a 
team score which would have beaten the 
Sth place team. 

Springfield Sportsmen (Mass.) were in 
tunner-up spot with 608-33V and Middle- 
field Rifle Club was third with 6095-44V. 
Torrington-New Britain with 605-42V 
ranked Magnum Rifle Club’s 605-37V_ for 
the next two spots. 

Fred LaBarre of 20th place 105th 
AEROMED team fired the first 125 possi- 
ble of the season. E. Avena of Magnum, 
G. Jacobson of Bell City, Sam Burkhalter 
of Cos Cob, and Herman Paaso, Jr. of 
XII US Army all fired 124 scores. 


WESTERN OHIO RIFLE LEAGUE 


The Miami Valley team was undefeat- 
ed in both the any sight and iron sight div- 
isions. Annie Oakley defeated Miamisburg 
in a shoot-off for second place in the any 
sights division. North Dayton was second 
and Annie Oakley third in the iron sights 
division. 

R. Wright of Miami Valley was top 
shooter for the season in both any and iron 
sight divisions. J. Cash of Miamisburg and 
I. Grilliot of Annie Oakley were 2nd and 
3rd with any sights. R. Eisenlohr of 
Miami Valley and J. Turnbull of Spring- 
field were 2nd and 3rd with iron sights. 


AAMU SHOOTERS BREAK 
MORE RECORDS 


During the registered Tournament of 
Champions (gallery rifle) at Fort Benning, 
April 28 and 29, AAMU shooters broke 
several existing national records. 

In the prone and standing match. 10 
shots in each position at 50 feet, Capt. Dan- 
iel Puckel shot a possible 200 and went on 
to shoot an additional 61 more 10’s to ex- 
ceed the old record. 

In the two man team iron sight match, 
10 shots in each prone. kneeling and stand- 
ing positions. five of the seven competing 
teams exceeded the old record of 579. Ist 
Lts. Tommy Pool and John R. Foster fired 
the winning score of 589 

Lt. Pool and Cpl. Gary Anderson fired 
the winning score of 524 X 600 in the two 
man team three position match with any 
sights. Four of the six competing teams 
exceeded the old record of 589. 

Four man team prone and_ standing 
position match records were surpassed with 
both iron and any sights. 

Earlier. at a gallery rifle sectional 
match in Fairmont. W. Va., Capt. Puckel 
shot 441 straight 10’s from the kneeling 
position, some 130 more 10’s than the old 
record. It took Puckel six hours to shoct 
the additional 10’s after making the 200 
possible match score. 

AAMU shooters pretty much dominat- 
ed the IST/ courses rifle shooting in the 
first annual Armed Services Shooting Com- 
petition at Fort Rennine the latter part of 
March. Several ISU international record 
scores were surpassed but. of course, were 
not eligible for consideration as records 
since they were not made in ISU sanctioned 
international competition. 

Marine Capt. William McMillan fired 
a rapid fire pistol score one point better 
than the record and other Marine shooters 
came closest to causing the Army shooters 
some worry. Air Force shooters demon- 
strated the gains thev have been making in 
the comparatively short time they have 
been concentrating on their marksmanship 
program. 


THE ARMY’S WINNING WAYS 


At Phoenix on April 30th, Sgt. Roy O. 
Ambler from AAMU at Fort Benning, Ga., 
won the Arizona State .30 Caliber Cham- 
pionship and other Army shooters won the 
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slow fire standing and both 200 and 300 


yard rapid fire events. An Army team 
won the four man team trophy. 

In the Mid-Central Regional Pistol 
Championships at Kingston, N. C., an 


Army pistol team from Fort Benning fired 
a score of 1182-60x in the .22 cal. team 
match to better the old record by a single 
point. SFC William B. Blankenship won 
the individual grand aggregate with a 2638- 
132x score to beat runner-up USMC Capt. 
William B. McMillan by 13 points. 

First Lt. Tommy Pool, U. S. Army 
International Rifle Team from Fort Ben- 
ning, won the Governor of California’s In- 
ternational Rifle Trophy at Camp Mat- 
thews, winning the 50 meter  smallbore 
event with a 1072 score and the 300 meter 
iree rifle event with a 1066 score. His 
shooting partner, lst Lt. Gordon B. Rogers, 
won the 60 shots at 50 meters, prone, Eng- 
lish Match with a 580 score. ISU rules 
governed the shooting. The 75 riflemen 
entered in the tournament exactly filled the 
capacity of the new international range 
facilities at Camp Matthews. and indicate 
a growing interest in the ISU program 
among civilian shooters. 


THE INFORMATION BENCH 
OUESTION: [I notcied a write-up in the 
January issue of the American Rifleman in 
the Done Bag on a set of jacketed rifle 
bullet dies. They are sold by the LLF 
Die Shop. Can you furnish me any infor- 
mation on this item? Floyd L. Troth, 
New Jersey. 

ANSWER: I know of the dies you have 
in question but I do not know anything 
much about them. I have not used them 
nor have any of my friends that I know of. 
I have used the Bahler Die Shop dies and 
the B & A dies (Biehler & Astles). Both 
of these are good. As you will note from 
the reports of many shoots the B & A 
seems to be the most popular, and they are 
older. 

I would venture to say that the making 
of bullets is a real hard. slow and difficult 
process if one is to get bullets that are bet- 
ter than can be readily purchased now days. 
There is absolutely no point at all in making 
bullets unless thev are the very best and if 
they are they will cost more than good 
Speer or Sierra bench rest bullets. One 
may get pleasure out of making just bullets 
hut you cannot save anvthing. Since this 
is true, one cannot or should not attempt 
to use any die or equipment but the very 
best that can be had. R. W. Lathrop. 


OUFSTION: I am thinking of buying a 
Remington 40X for woodchuck hunting 
and for shooting in the varmint class 


matches on the infrequent occasions when 
I am able to get to the matches. J am un- 
decided between the .222 and the .222 Mag. 
Tn fact, I am much confused by the con- 
flicting advice and information that I have 
gotten by reading and asking. Some say 
that there is not enough difference to be of 
any importance. others that the Mag. is 
much better. Which stand do you take? 
Lawrence H. Amundsen. Baltic, Conn. 

ANSWER: The very fact that you have 
gotten these conflicting answers as to which 
is better, the Rem. .222 or the .222 Maz., 
sort of goes to prove that you would not 
go wrong with either. They are both 
good. The .222 Mag. is much newer and 
yet if you will glance at the records you 
will note that there are a very goodly num- 
her of the Mags. in use for the short time 
it has been out. I personally like the Mag. 
and you must have noted in my reporis of 
the matches in Arizona, the Mag. has 
shown up in a high percentage of wins. I 
use the Mag. and the improved Mag. I 

(Continued on Page Nine) 
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L. E. Wilson firing SIERRA 
30 cal. 168 gr. International 


“The first group | ever 
fired at 200 yds. with 
a 30 cal. in any kind 
of conditions* that 
ran under 1 inch for 
10 shots” 


*extremely windy 


Just released... Sierra’s new 
“Introduction to Reloading.” 
Write for your copy today. 
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600 West Whittier Blvd. - Whittier, Calif. 
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Seat primers firmly for even ignition. 
A chronograph will help in choosing the 


right one for your loads. As much as 100 
F. P. S. in muzzle velocity has been noted 
with different primers and the same load. 


WHAT ABOUT PRIMERS? 

(A first report for the group of experi- 
menters centering in the New Jersey area.) 

Primers, those little rascals in nickel 
plate, can raise the devil with your loads. 

We all know about the hang-fires and 
misfires with stale primers, but it is difficult 
to detect what is happening when these ex- 
treme symptoms are not present. Is it a 
case of if the cap ignites the powder, then 
all is well, or isn’t it? This account will 
report the results of testing done by the 
writer to find how much primers differ, and 
some observations that occurred incidental- 
ly to other checks. The present account 
is preliminary, because it is evident that 
further investigation could be expected to 
be profitable. 

A change of primer can alone vary 
average muzzle velocity 100 f.p.s. Several 
years ago, near the beginning of a major 
test program aimed at checking 400 differ- 
ent load combinations for the .44 Special 
and Magnum, it seemed desirable to find 
how much certain variables affected chron- 
ograph velocities. We would want to 
know this in order to evaluate our results 
when different components were used. 
These readings are tabulated for compari- 
sons. They showed that in the same make 
of case, a different primer made a 17 or 18 
f.p.s. change, and there was a total range 
including case and primer difference of 45 
f.p.s. in this series. Other tests of the same 
load had showed that 65 f.p.s. or more 
could be expected, using all the same com- 
ponents in a run of 20 to 50 shots. There- 
fore we, at the time, concluded that other 
factors had more effect, and stated that for 
practical purposes the variations in muzzle 
velocity due to primers could be overlooked. 

From time to time, though a chrono- 
graph result would pop up to show that 
primers can have a lot more effect than we 
would like. In working up some loads for 
the .17 Javelina, using 21.3 grains of 4895 
behind a 25 grain Holmes bullet gave 4015 
f.p.s. While this is quite a hot load, it was 
shooting all right. Then we changed 
primer make. Velocity went to 4115 f.p.s. 
(and pressures over the limit). Even with 
the primers cratering badly, we continued 
firing, alternating primers, to check this 
out. All of these rounds were fired on the 
same day using identical components (ex- 
cept for the change of primer). 

In another instance, a load of 20.0 
grains of Ball C was increased to 20.2 
grains with a different primer, and velocity 
went up 180 f.p.s. Unfortunately these 
were fired on different days, so cross 
checks were impossible. 

Then, in developing some .44 Magnuin 
loads for Ideal 429303 gas check bullet, 
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weighing 205 grains, we compared two 
primer brands to select the proper lot for 
best results. These loads used H240 pow- 
der, similar to 2400, but a bit faster burn- 
ing. These cartridges were loaded and 
fired on the same day from the same 
batches of components, the only variable 
being the primer, and we got: 


Primer A 20.0 grains 1270 f.p.s. 
Primer B 20.0 grains 1340 f.p.s. 
Primer A 22.0 grains 1475 f.p.s. 
Primer B 22.0 grains 1560 f.p.s. 


The second primer was noticeably the 
better in this load. In the .44 Special a 
few loads have shown 100 f.p.s. difference 
in velocity with different primers, but these 
not being fired the same day, or known to 
have used the same batch of other com- 
ponents, adequate control was lacking. 
However, all of these tests and passing ob- 
servations show that primers can account 
for major variation. 

Quite a while ago a batch of .44 Spec- 
ial cartridges, loaded with 7.5 grains of 
Unique and primers several years old, 
showed so many misfires in a S&W re- 
volver as to be unuseable. Later they were 
fired in a Colt S. A. whose heavy hammer 
blow banged them off, but accuracy was 
ghastly, not even the Army L target would 
hold them at 15 yards. The _ hang-fires 
were not noticeable except in the extreme 
inaccuracy. This was |pre-chronograph, so 
no check of velocity variation was possible, 
but this experience has been recalled many 
times when testing revolver loads that gave 
outrageous velocity spreads (often 200 to 
309 f.p.s.). Inquiry usually revealed that 
the primers had been kept in the cellar for 
10 years. 

Even a few weeks’ exposure to summer 
humidity will affect primers. Storage over 
a dessicating material will often restore 
them. The indicating grade of activated 
alumina is good. This is blue when dry, 
pink when loaded with moisture, and can 
be regenerated by placing in an oven at 
350° F for one to two hours (until blue 
again). My primers are all stored in sealed 
containers with this dessicant. Glass jars 
with rubber gasketed metal caps are best. 
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STCRE YOUR PRIMERS in a really dry 
place. These shown are in a rubber gas- 
keted glass jar with indicating grade activ- 
ated alumina, a drying agent. This systsm 
is recommended for all reloaders who en- 


counter humid weather. 

Because it is difficult to obtain primers 
right out of the machine, of known initial 
properties, controlled experiments of the 
effects of environmental changes on them 
are beyond the scope of most amateurs. 
However, it is quite evident that primers 
stored in humid atmospheres lose some ig- 
nition efficiency. Those stored in a dry 


place (such as above mentioned sealed con- 
tainers with driers) do not change notice- 
ably over a period of time. Thus the one 
thing we can all do about it is to place our 
primers in jars with dessicants, and keep 
them there. Even if they were improperly 
exposed before you bought them, this dry 
storage should help restore them. While it 
does not apply in the same degree, the old 
advice to keep your powder dry is still good. 

Primer brands have not been named 
because the storage and circumstances of 
use are the important thing. Many more 
experiments, in which all of the variables. 
are controlled, will be needed to establish 
just how much primers can vary muzzle 
velocity and how great any specific effect 
is. But you can be sure these little caps 
can be very important to the performance 
of your ammunition. 


There follows a detailed report of a 
study made by the writer three years ago 
before starting to chronograph over 400 
different loads for .44 Special and Magnum. 
This still represents what may normally be 
expected: 


STUDY OF THE EFFECT OF CASES 
AND PRIMERS ON VELOCITY 


Load: 7.5 grains of Unique with 
Ideal 429421. 246 grain bullet, cases and 
primers as shown. 

Fired in: Ruger .44 Magnum revolver 
with 6% inch barrel. 

Shot M. V. 
No. F.P.S. Case Primer 

W. R. A. Solid Head Factory 
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Remington Solid Head Factory 
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All shots fired on the same day at a 
nearly constant temperature of 70° F. 
These differences are not of practical sig- 
nificance in view of the variation in am- 
munition normally found. 

As the text shows, further chrono- 
graphing turned up cases where the effects 
of primers were large enough to be impor- 
tant. 

Edward M. Yard 
110 Kensington Ave. 
Trenton, New Jersey 


ADVANCED TECHNIQUES OF 
RIFLE POSITION SHOOTING 
Presented by The United States Army 
Advanced Marksmanship Unit of 
Ft. Benning, Georgia 

(Second of two parts; continuing from 

part one (positions) in April.) 
SIGHTING AND AIMING 

1. Sights: Precision shooting naturally 
requires good sighting equipment, so the 


features which characterize good sights 
will be discussed before examining their 
proper use. 


A. Iron Sights: An iron sight sys- 
tem will provide the minimum basic 
sighting accuracy required for precision 
shooting if it has these characteristics: 
1. Of rugged construction and cap- 
able of being dismounted from the 
rifle when not in use. 
2. Metal, globe-type from sight 
with removeable metal aperatures in 
sizes ranging from .12” to .165” in 
.005” increments. 
3. Micrometer adjustable rear sight 
indexed and adjustable to within 4 


minute of angle for elevation or 
windage with positive, no slack 
movement. 

4. Rear sight capable of being 


mounted in several positions forward 
or backward over a span of about 
three inches. 
5. Adjustable rear aperature. 
2. Sight Adjustment—Aperature Selection: 
The rear sight should be mounted to pro- 
vide three to five inches of eye-relief (dis- 
tance between eye and rear sight). The 
rear aperature is then adjusted so that the 
diameter of the globe of the front sight ap- 
pears to cover about half of the diameter 
of the circular area viewed through the 
rear aperature. With this adjustment, a 
ring shaped area of light surrounds the 
front globe when the sight and the eye are 
in proper alignment. The front aperature 
should be large enough so that its diameter 
appears to be 1% to 2 times that of the tar- 
get. (Most gallery shooters use an apera- 
ture that appears to be only slightly larger 
than the target. This is a serious mistake 
in that what appears to be a very fine line 
of white around the bull may actually be an 
optical aberration). The correct front 
aperature size for gallery shooting at 50 
feet is .140” minimum to .160” maximum; 
for international shooting, .145” to .165”. 
The final adjustment of the rear aperature 
is made to establish maximum clarity of the 
sight-picture elements by controlling the 
amount (intensity) of useable light which 
is permitted to enter the eye. 
3. The Sight Picture: When eye-relief 
and sight adjustments are correct, the eye 
will best be able to see correct alignment 
of the three elements when: 
A. The front sight globe is centered 
in the area visible through the rear 
sight. 
B. The target is centered in the area 
visible through the front aperature. 
C. Both of the above conditions are 
clearly seen simultaneously, with the 
eye focused to see the target clearly. 
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4. Aiming: All that is required of the eye 
in timing is the ability to detect the differ- 
ence between correct and incorrect align- 
ment of the sighting elements. What the 
eye sees as being correct need not, in fact, 
be mechanically accurate, so long as the 
actual relationship between sights and tar- 
get is identical each time it is seen as being 
correct. The capabilities of the aiming eye 
are fully utilized when both eyes are open 
while aiming and when erect head position 
permits the eye to aim straight forward as 
opposed to aiming just under the eyebrow 
or over the bridge of the nose. A shield 
constructed of some light material clipped 
to the rear sight is recommended to ob- 
struct the view of the left eye while the 
right eye is aiming. Any tendency to 
squint should be avoided by consciously 
keeping the eyes well opened throughout 
the aiming and firing procedure. The nor- 
mal eye is remarkably adaptable to varia- 
tions in light conditions, requiring only se- 
lection of correct front aperature size and 
proper adjustment of rear aperature size 
and location to see a correct sight picture 
clearly and detect aiming errors as they oc- 
cur. 
5. Other Factors: 
A. Contrary to popular belief, eye 
fatigue is not related to oxygen defic- 
iencies in the blood due to holding the 
breath. Visual acuity does decrease 
when aiming, to the extent that aiming 
time should not exceed ten seconds. 
If the shot is not fired in this time lim- 
it, breathing should be resumed, the 
head lifted from the rifle momentarily 
and the eyes rested by looking at some 
distant object for ten to fifteen seconds. 
B. Eyeglasses: When used, in shoot- 
ing, glasses with or without corrective 
lens should be adjusted so that the lens 
is the proper distance from the eye and 
the line of sight is perpendicular to and 
passes through the center of the lens. 
Colored or smoked glasses often help 
considerable in extreme light condi- 
tions. Shooters who have sighting dif- 
ficulties should seek professional advice 
of an optometrist, preferably one who 
has a knowledge of shooting problems. 


TRIGGER CONTROL 
1. Trigger Control: Precise trigger con- 
trol is the final and most important step in 
producing an outstanding shot and the suc- 
cess of any rifleman is directly dependent 
on his mastery of it. When properly per- 
formed, these requirements are met: 
A. The trigger pull is_ coordinated 
with the aim so that the rifle is fired 
when a good sight picture exists. 
B. The trigger pull does not disturb 
the aim. 
2. Trigger Adjustment: A well made and 
properly adjusted trigger has these charac- 
teristics: 
A. A crisp, sharp “break” or release 
which — occurs without perceptable 
movement before the break takes place. 
B. No perceptable movement of the 
trigger bar (over-travel) after the break 
occurs. 
C. “Pull”? or pressure required to 
cause the break remains constant with- 
in %4 ounce of desired pull adjusted in 
it. 
D. Release of tension on trigger parts 
as they disengage does not cause a no- 


ticeable reaction or vibration of the 
trigger. 
3. Hand Position: With the standard 


stock the grasp of the hand on the small of 
the stock is firm and comfortable. There 
should be no strain at all in this hand, since 
strain or muscular tension in the hand will 
(Continued on Page Eighteen) 
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tames the 


308 
magnum 


“For more velocity, I've tried neck- 
ing, fireforming and altering .30 
caliber cases for years,” he says, 
“but not any more. The brand new 
.308 Norma Magnum unprimed case 
is just what this handloader ordered 
...and I'll bet a lot of others will 
feel the same way!” 


Perhaps the Norma Man has a 
right to get excited. This new factory 
case makes magnumizing your .30 
caliber rifles easy and inexpensive 
... because it fits the standard length 
action, and is factory finished, ready 
for your loading tool. 


Based onthe stand- 
ard .300 Magnum 
case head, the .308 
258 Norma Magnum un- 
primed case fits 
.30/06 length actions 
and gives greatly in- 
creased power with 
a wide variety of 
30 caliber bullets. 


i“ 

For complete 
info send 10¢ 
for spec. sheet 
and NEW “Gun- 


bug’s Guide.” 
| 529, Box PS-5. 
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SOUTH LANSING, NEW YORK 
Div. of General Sporting Goods Corp. 
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the threads. This will usually occur in the 
lower half of the hole. The tap should be 
removed a couple of times and the chips 
cleaned out for a nice job. 

I also made the dove-tail cutter from 
drill rod, so that it made a cut of proper 
width in one pass. A center cut with a 
5/16 inch end mill should be taken, several 
passes until the proper depth is reached, be- 
fore cutting the dove-tail. I presume a 
cutter for this purpose could be had from 
a gunsmith supply house. 

All of the work was done in a vise on 
a vertical mill except for the slot, which 
was done with a 3/32 inch slitting saw in 
a horizontal mill. I used a spring loaded 
center to guide the tap straight while the 
frame was still center in the vise. 

The graduations were put on with a 
height gauge but could also be done on the 
mill with use of a dividing head and a fine 
pointed cutter. 

I believe the rest will be self explana- 
tory from the print. 

With the use of this mount and a dot 
installed by Premier Reticles, the scope is 
now a useful item to me. 

If you feel this worthwhile and have 
room in the fine magazine, by all means 
feel free to use it. 

Dixon E. Herman 
2539 Read Street 
Omaha 12, Nebraska 


IMPROVING A RIFLE REST 
By Bruce Romig 

The rubber-band used to hold the fore- 
arm and barrel in the cradle of the Krust 
Bipod occasionally allows the rifle to top- 
ple, slip and twist. This can be improved 
upon by suitably hacking off the arms of 
the cradle, smoothing with files and drilling 
a centrally-located hole in the top of the 
tubular shaft with a #7 drill and tapping 
Yx 20. Next, the contour of the forearm 
can be determined by applying a piece of 
thin, non-spring metal to the forearm. This 
is then used as a template to form the iden- 
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varmint hunters 


Tiny targets at long range demand the 
best a scope can deliver. Lyman 8X 
or 10X (lower photo) new All-American 
Perma-Center Scopes give brightest pic- 
ture, best target definition under all 
conditions . . . fine Perma-Center reti- 
cules stay dead center to limits of 
windage and elevation adjustments. 
Super-Targetspot (top) serves double 
purpose . . . Super-accurate for range, 
deadly to varmints. Choice of 10, 12, 
15, 20, 25, 30 power. Send for full 
information, or have your Authorized 
Lyman Dealer demonstrate. No obliga- 
tion either way, of course. 

Manufactured and Guaranteed for life 
against mechanical or optical failure... 


% TELESCOPIC SIGHT DIVISION 


LYMAN GUN SIGHT CORP., MIDDLEFIELD, CONN. 


PRECISION STAYNLESS STEEL MATCH TARGET BARRELS 


Blanks in calibers .224, 6mm and .30 caliber available. 
.22 rim fire blanks sold installed in customer’s action only. 
For prices and particulars, write: 


Hart Rifle Barrels, Inc. 


LaFayette, New York, R. D. #2 


Telephone Tully, N. Y. Area 315 NX 6-5624 


Remodeled Krust Bipod rest fitted to sporter rifle. 


tical contour in 14” x 3/32” flat stock, with 
a %” hole drilled and countersunk and se- 
cured to the shaft with a 44” x 20 flathead 
screw. Koroseal tubing with 3%” inside 
diameter is then slipped over the steel cradle 
to prevent marring the fore-end wood. A 
separate cradle is easily made for different- 
ly shaped fore-ends. A thick, rubber eraser 
is taped to the adjusting thumbscrew also 
to prevent marring. 


The Information Bench 

(Continued from Page Five) 
have three regular Mags and two of the im- 
proved version. I like to use H380 pow- 
der in the Mag. and I shoot 28.5 to 29 
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grains in the regular and one grain more in 
the improved case. There are probably 
better loads but I have liked these behind 
52 and 54 grain bullets. R. W. Lathrop. 

INFORMATION: In the Information 
Bench of the March issue of Precision 
Shooting there was a question about the 
use of 10X coats in International shooting. 
1 can positively tell you that in any real 
International match (not run by the NRA) 
the “as issue” 10X coat is illegal. The rules 
state “This padding shall have a maximum 
width of 15-18 cms (depending on the size 
of the shooter) and shall be fastened to the 
outside of the coat. Its maximum _ thick- 
ness (coat included) when lightly com- 
pressed not to exceed 10 mms (20 m/m 


SHILEN ACTION 


222 or 308 


Also available—Barrelled Actions, 
finished stocks, and complete rifles. 


SHILEN RIFLES 
Dryden, N. Y. 


HUFNAIL BULLETS — 


Specializing in custom hand swaged 
bullets in calibers .22 through .30 
that are not available from any 
other source, to the best of my 
knowledge. Write me about your 
needs and your particular bullet 
problems. 

D. B. HUFNAIL 

Town Line Road, 

Rutland, Vermont 


$95.00 


Semi- 


” 


doubles) 
The persons using 10X coats have had 
them; then you don’t get caught short in 
to remove enough of the felt padding to 
bring the pad thickness within the legal 
(Continued on Page Seventeen) 
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National Bench Rest Shooters Association, Inc. 


NBRSA OFFICERS AND 
DIRECTORS FOR 1961 


EASTERN REGION 
Robert W. Flart (President) 
300 West Fourth St. 
Nescopeck, Pa. 
Pau! O. Gottschall (Deputy) 
R. D. 4 
Salemi, Ohio 
Brunon Boroszewski (Deputy) 
Chestnut Ridge Rd. 
Orchard Park, New York 
MID-CONTINENT REGION 
R. G. Berry (Vice President) 
Pawnee, Oklahoma 
MISSISSIPPI VALLEY REGION 
Alfred W. Walter 
1925 Raft Dr., Hanley Hills 
St. Louis 33, Missouri 
GULF COAST REGION 
Robert W. Smith 
6806 Lake Shore Drive 
Dallas 14, Texas 
NORTH CENTRAL REGION 
Walt C. Siewert 
Box 749 
Custer, South Dakota 
NORTHWEST REGION 
Dr. Rod Janson 
606 West Galer 
Seattle 99, Washington 
SOUTHWEST REGION 
John B. Sweany 
187-A Silverado Trail 
Calistoga, California 
Secretary-Treasurer 
Bernice E. McMullen 
603 West Line St. 
Minerva, Ohio 


NBRSA MEMBERSHIP DUES: 
Individual annual dues $5.00 (in- 


cludes magazine subscription for mem- 
bership term). Associate member (wife 
or husband, son or daughter under 18 


years of age, of member in good stand- 
ing—no magazine) $2.50. Life member- 
ship, $75.00. Annual club affiliation fee 
$10.00. 


PRESIDENT’S CORNER 

I wish to call to the attention of all 
Clubs, Manufacturers and Suppliers a rul- 
ing passed by the Board of Directors at the 
annual meeting held at Tulsa, Oklahoma, 
in August 1960. The ruling is as follows: 

“No club holding a N. B. R. S. A. 
Championship match shall solicit for mer- 
chandise prizes.” 

If a manufacturer or supplier wishes to 
donate a prize it will be very much appre- 
ciated and the donor will be recognized for 
their contribution. 

I have just returned from the Reed’s 
Run Rifle Range, Augusta, Ohio, where a 
meeting was held to determine what prog- 
ress is being made for the National Var- 
mint and Sporter Championship Shoot. I 
can assure all shooters who will go to this 
match July 21. 22, and 23 that every thing 
is being done to give you the best shoot 
possible. In another column in this issue is 
an advance program for the shoot. This is 
done to give all an early notice of what is 
planned and when. Considerable thought 
has been put into planning this program. 

To those of you who have never been 
to the Reed’s Run Rifle Range; there are a 
number of good motels nearby, some fine 
restaurants, the club has a covered firing 
line with lights for late evening or night 
shooting, a club house, all just off a modern 
highway. A good meal is served at noon, 
snacks and coffee are available at any time, 
and breakfast for those who stay at the 
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range or wish to come early. If you can 
possibly attend you are sure to enjoy it. 

To all who are planning a moving 
backer or considering replacing their pres- 
ent system, I suggest that you contact Mr. 
Edward D. Seymour, Servis Road, Gen- 
eseo, New York. He has designed a ver- 
tical backer and built a full size working 
model that looks good. This backer will 
indicate cross-fires and will give a greater 
travel than is possible with a horizontal sys- 
tem. He can supply estimates on cost, 
time of operation, and some pictures. Ed 
has done a lot of work on this and I want 
to thank him for his interest and efforts. 

Congratulations to Mr. L. F. Carden 
of Kansas City on his new World Record 
Grand Aggregate (unrestricted class). Bud 
has been doing some very fine shooting and 
is always a good competitor. Congratula- 
tions also go to Mr. Edward M. Shilen of 
Dryden, New York. He has just estab- 
lished his fourth World Record (heavy vra- 
mint rifle class) and this makes Ed the 
holder of all records in the established 
course of fire for this class. Ed sure was 
hot last year, setting four new records, won 
the Eastern Region Varmint Champion- 
ship, was in the Top-Ten for the Eastern 
Region unrestricted rifle championship, and 
placed a number of times in open class 
matches, shooting in all his pet Varmint 
rifle. 

Our season is on, life is short, let’s en- 


joy our sport while we can. Good shoot- 
ing to all. 
Until June, Bob Hart 
NOTICE TO EASTERN 
REGION MEMBERS 
The Eastern Region Championships 


are as follows: Unrestricted Rifles (Heavy 
Bench) match will be held at Lewistown, 
Pa., July 1 and 2. Your region will supply 
and award one (1) 8 inch Revere Bowl to 
the new champions, and “Top-Ten” Patch- 
es for the ten best aggregates. 

The Varmint and Sporter Champion- 
ships match will be held at Dryden, N. Y., 
August 5 and 6. Your region will supply 
and award one (1) 8 inch Revere Bow! to 
the new champion in each the Heavy Var- 
mint, Light Varmint and Sporter classes 
(three bowls). The five best aggregates in 
Heavy Varmint and the five best aggre- 
gates in Light Varmint classes will receive 
“Top-Ten” patches for Varmint Rifle shoot- 
ing, 

These shoots are second only to the 
National Championship Matches in impor- 
tance. Come out and see if you can take a 
bowl home to the Lady of your house. 

Bob Hart 
Eastern Region Director 


CHARLES HART MEMORIAL 
TEAM TROPHY 


Revision of contest rules 

Competition in the Charles Hart Mem- 
orial Team Trophy bench rest match has 
been much less than hoped for by Bob and 
Clyde Hart, who put the trophy into com- 
petition in 1959 as a memorial to their 
father. 

Bob and Clyde now feel that the orig- 
inal requirement that teams must fire three 
matches to be eligible was perhaps a mis- 
take, in that it was probably impractical to 
impossible for many prospective teams to 
meet this eligibility rule. Therefore they 
have revised the rules to provide for the 
firing of one match in any NBRSA regis- 
tered match, anywhere in the United 
States, to be the record score for this com- 


petition. The revised rules, in full, are: 
1) Teams may be sponsored by or 


represent; Clubs, Cities, States, Business 
Firms, Etc. 
2) A team shall be composed of 


three, four, or a maximum of five shooters. 

3) Name of team and all team mem- 
bers must be registered with an appointed 
statistician to be eligible. 

4) Any individual may be a member 
of one team only. 

5) This contest is for Heavy Bench 
Rest Rifle Matches, restricted and unre- 
stricted classes, or a combination of both. 

6) Contest will be for each calendar 
year. 

7) Scores will be taken from any 
NBRSA registered match; National Match 
Course of fire (five 10-shot matches at 100 
yards and five 10-shot matches at 200 
yards); minute of angle Grand Aggregate. 

8) Team score will be the three (3) 
best individual Grand Aggregate of team 
members shooting in match (added and 
divided for team Aggregate). 

9) Team with high ranking single 
match team aggregate receives trophies. 

10) Large trophy will be awarded to 
winning club or team for one year and will 
pass to next winning club or team. The 
year and club or team name will be en- 
graved on this bowl each year. 

11) Three members of the winning 
team with the three best individual Grand 
Aggregates will receive permanent trophies. 

12) Scores: An original copy of the 
club match report must be mailed to the 
contest statistician by each team captain, 
marking the three (3) high team members’ 
Grand Aggregate to be computed for team 
score. Team captains will maintain a rec- 
ord of team members’ scores for awarding 
of individual trophies. 

13) Team captains should request an 
extra copy of club match report (official 
results bulletin) to mail to contest statisti- 
cian for score recording. 

The 1961 contest statistician is Allan 
D. Abramow, 10 Sumner Park, Rochester 
7, New York. Team registration, includ- 
ing captain’s name and address and names 
of all team members, and_ score bulletin 
from the match fired in, should be mailed 
directly to Mr. Abramow. 

(Editor’s s;comment: These _ revised 
tules make this a most interesting competi- 
tion which may now be conveniently parti- 
cipated in by teams in all NBRSA Re- 
gions and we hope there will be a large and 
wide entry in this contest this year. If the 
contest statistician will periodically report 
progress of the competiion we will be hap- 
py to publish those reports.) 


NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS 
FOR VARMINT AND 
SPORTER CLASSES 

ADVANCE PROGRAM 
Location: Reed’s Run Rifle Range, Au- 
gusta, Ohio. (Augusta is a village approxi- 
mately 20 miles south-east from Canton, 
Ohio, on Ohio Rt. 9) 
Date: Friday, July 21; Saturday, July 22; 
Sunday, July 23, 1961. (Range available 


for practice and familiarization shooting 
July 19 and 20.) 
Match schedule: Friday forenoon: six 5- 


shot matches at 100 yards with Light Var- 
mint Rifles. Friday afternoon; six 5-shot 
matches at 100 yards with Sporter Class 
rifles. Saturday — forenoon; six 5-shot 
matches at 100 yards with Heavy Varmint 
Class rifles. Saturday afternoon; six 5-shot 
matches at 200 yards with Sporter Class 
rifles. Sunday forenoon; six 5-shot match- 
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es at 20) yards with Heavy Varmint Class 
rifles. Sunday afternoon; six 5-shot match- 
es at 200 yards with Light Varmint Class 
rifles. 

The first 5-shot match at each range 

for each class will be a “warm-up” match. 
The National Match Course of five 5-shot 
matches at each range will follow the 
“warm-up” match. NBRSA rules will pre- 
vail. 
Prizes: The NBRSA will award a NBRSA 
Lariat tie for first place in each individual 
match of the National Match Course for 
each class at each range. A Lariat tie for 
first and second place in 100 yard aggregate, 
each class. A Lariat tie for first and sec- 
ond place in 200 yard aggregate, each class. 
A Lariat tie for first, second and_ third 
place in grand aggregate, each class. 

The GUN DIGEST TROPHY to 
Heavy Varmint Class champion. The 
JOHN I. MOORE TROPHY to Sporter 
Rifle Class champion. The SAN AN- 
GELO CUP TROPHY to Light Varmint 
Class champion. Each of the foregoing 
consist of a large perpetual trophy plus a 
keeper trophy. THE REED’S RUN 
TROPHY: a bronze wall plaque to be 
awarded to the best combined grand aggre- 
gate for all three classes—“The 1961 All 
Around Champion.” 


NBRSA BRASSARDS 


NBRSA brassards are again available 
for members from the Secretary’s office, 
603 West Line St., Minerva, Ohio. The 
cost is $1.25 each. 

; Official NBRSA targets are also avai!- 
able from stock at the Secretary’s office. 


1961 BENCH REST MATCHES 


NORTHWEST REGION 

Benton, Washington: June 17-18, Aug. 12- 
13 (registered, unrestricted and Varmint 
classes); June 4, July 16 (not. registered, 
Varmint and Sorter classes); Seattle Pre- 
cision Shooters Club, Roy E. Meister, 3937 
Ashworth, Seattle 3, Wash. 

Lewiston, Idaho: July 2-3 (Varmint class 
in day time and unrestricted class nights) 
ie G. Speer, Box 244, Lewiston, 
caaho. 


GULF COAST REGION 

San Angelo, Texas: May 27 and 28; Texas 
State Bench Rest Championshin (unrestrict- 
ed bench rest rifles); (Mrs.) Marie Spencer, 
Box 1248, San Angelo, Texas. 

San Angelo, Texas: August 12 and 13: Texas 
State Varmint and Sporter Rifle Bench Rest 
Championships: (Mrs.) Marie Spencer, Box 
1248, San Angelo, Texas. 
M!D-CONTINENT RFGION 
Wichita, Kansas: Julv 1-2. and 
Wichita Bench Rest Rifle Club, 
gelbrecht, Sec’y, 122 Gow, 
sas. 

Kansas City, Kansas: June 8, Aug. 5, and 
Oct. 21; Mill Creek Rifle Club, Inec., L. F. 
Carden, Sec’y, 2211 North 44th St., Kansas 
City 4, Iwansas. 

Tulsa, Oklahoma: May 21, June 17, July 15, 
Aug. 19, Sept. 16, and Oct. 8: Tulsa Bench 
Nest Rifle Club, Inc., I. A. Anderson, Sec’y, 
3604 So. Toledo, Tulsa, Oklahoma. 


EASTERN REGION 

(Unrestricted Rifles) 

Augusta, Orio: May 27-28. June 17, Aug. 19, 
Sept. 16-17; Reed’s Run Rifle Range, P. O. 
Box 66, Augusta, Ohio. 

Plainfield, New Hampshire: May 21, July 
15-16. Sept. 17: Plainfield Rifle Club, Leslie 
R. Stone, Plainfield, N. H. 

Easton, Ohio: June 10-11, July 29-80 (Ohio 
State Championship); Chippewa Rifle Cuub, 
Nelson Berger, Sec’y, R. D. 1, Box 192, Mar- 
shallville, Ohio. 

Southboro, Mass.: June 25, Aug. 13, Oct. 
15; Southboro Rod & Gun Club, J. W. Bald- 
win, P. O. Box 402, Westboro, Mass. 
Lewistown, Pa.: July 1-2 (astern Region 
Championship); Bast End Blue Rock & 
Sportsmen’s Club, P. J. Aurand, Milroy, Pa. 
Dryden, New York: Aug. 26-27 N. Y. (S‘ate 
Championship): Dryden Fish & Game Club, 


Sept. 30; 
Larry Ien- 
Wichita 38, I<an- 


ee Cuatt, Sec’y, 118 Park St., Ithaca, 
Johnstown, New York: Aug. 31 and Sert. 


1-2-3 (National Championship); Pine Tree 
Rifle Club, Inc., Johnstown, N. Y. 

(Sporter and Varmint Rifles) 
Augusta, Ohio: July 21-22-23 (National 
Championships); Reed’s Run Rifle Range, 
P. O. Box 66, Augusta, Ohio. 
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Dryden, New York: June 4 (N. Y. State 
Championship), Aug. 5-6 (Eastern Region 
Championship); Dryden Fish & Game Club, 
Russ Cuatt, Sec’y, 113 Park St., Ithaca, N. 
Y 


Fass>tt, Penna.: June 18, July 9, Aug. 20, 
(Penna. State Championship), Sept. 24; 
South Creek Rod & Gun Club, Gerald Arn- 
old, Sec’y, 111 N. Halett Ave., Horseheads, 


New York. 

Easton, Ohio: June 10-11, July 29-30 (Ohio 
State Championship); Chippewa Rifle Club, 
N>-'son Berger, Sec’y, R. D. 1, Box 192, Mar- 
shalli’e, Ohio. 

NORTH CENTRAL REGION 

erste-, South Dakota: May 21 (Sporter & 
Varminter), June 24-25 (Sporter & Unre- 
stricted), Aug. 12-13 (Varmint & Unrestrict- 


ed‘: contact Walt Siewert, Custer, South 
Noalota, 
Buffa'o, Wyoming: Ju'y 15-16 (Unrestrict- 


et and Heavy Varmint), Sept. 10 (Snorter), 
Bvf‘a'o Outdoor Rifle Club, Martin Pe'loux, 
Sec’y, Clearmont Rt., Buffalo, Wvo. 

tovrg Fa''s, lowa: Unrestricted rifles. night 
shoo‘s—June 10, July 8: Sporter and Var- 
mint Rife—June 24, Julv 9. Sept. 10; Towa 
Falls Rifle, Pistol and Trapshooting Club, 
inc., Verte W. Hunt, Sec’y, Ackley, Iowa. 


MISSISSIPPI] VALLEY REGION 

Florissant, Missouri: June 25 (Heavy Var- 
mint class), Aug. 20 (Unrestricted class); 
Nine Ring Smortsman’s Club, Roger French, 
Sec’y, #15 Charlotte, Florissant, Mo. 

St. Louis, Missouri: Unrestricted  rifles— 
June 4, July 9 (Mo. State Champ.), Aug. 27 
(Regional Champ.). Light Varmint class— 
May 28. Heavy Varmint class—May 14, June 
18, July 16. Sorter class—May 7, June 11, 
July 16. Aug. 13; Bench Rest Rifte Club of 
St. Louis, Arthur M. Freund, Sec’y, 2730 St. 
Vincent Ave., St. Louis 4, Missouri. 
Windsor, Illinois: June 10, July 15, Aug. 12, 
Sept. 9 (Ill. State Champ); a!l matches are 
for unrestricted rifles and all are night 
shoots; Windsor Rod & Gun Clvb, Inc., 
Robert E. Adams, Sec’y, Windsor, Ill. 
SOUTHWEST REGION 

Richmond, California: July 8-9 (Calif. State 
Champ.); Richmond Rod & Gun C:ub; pro- 
grams from John B. Sweany, 187A Silverado 
Trail, Calistoga, Calif. 

Fresno, California: Regional Championship 
in Aug. or Sept.—dates not yet set; Con- 
tact—Henry C. Wright, Fresno Rifle Club, 
4663 East Olive, Fresno 2, Calif. 


Yreka, California: May 28-29 (Unrestricted 
and Varmint classes); Yreka Rifle Club, 
Iirnest Brazil, See’y, 404 Herzog Blvd., 


Yreka, California. 


Bench Rest 
Match Reports 


RICHMOND, CALIFORNIA 

Thirteen fired in the first bench 
match of the season on April 9th. 

Chester Pluth, Lakeport, won the un- 
restricted rifle National Match Course ag- 
gregate with a .3725 moa average. Dale 
Strawn, Oroville, an RCBS shooter, was 
runner-up with .4136, and George Hend- 
ricks, Etna. was third with .584. Both 
Pluth and Strawn started competitive bench 
rest shooting in 1960. 

Hendricks won the heavy varmint rifle 
aggregate wit .5126, beating E. P. Hinkle, 
St. Helena, who had .6248 and John B. 
Sweany, Calistoga, .657. 

Gale McMillan, Mather AFB, took the 
light varmint aggregate with a .5629 and a 
good lead over Sweany’s second place .6361. 
Joe McPhillips, San Bruno, was third with 
O51 

A new feature of ribbon awards, plus 
an optional cash pool, met with general ap- 
proval of the competitors. 


rest 


POSTAL MATCHES 

The report of the postal matches offer- 
ed by Southwest Region Director John B. 
Sweany shows George Hendricks the win- 
ner of the Feb. unrestricted rifle class with 
a 4 match average of .313. Jack Bridwell, 
Gazelle, Calif., second with .470. Ed Su- 
chan, Oakland won the March aggregate 
with .384 and Hendricks second with .418. 

In heavy varmint class, Hendricks won 
the Feb. agg. with .497 and E. P. Hinkle 
second with .565. Don (6m/m) Smith of 
National City won the Mar. aggregate 


with .473 and Elsworth Harrsi, Los An- 
geles, was second with .533. 
With the light varmint rifles, Jack 


Bridwell was the Feb. winner with .478 and 
John H. Spittler, Eureka, Calif. second 
with .573. In the Mar. matches, P. W. 
Hale, Nestor, Calif., was the aggregate win- 
ner with .585 and Bridwell second with .657. 

Hale made his win shooting a rifle 
chambered for the .17 Javelena cartridge. 


WILSON WINS ARIZONA 
BENCH MATCH 


L. E. Wilson of Cashmere, Washing- 
ton, invaded the deep South on April 15-16 
and walked away with high honors. He 
was closely followed by McMillan, Wil- 
liams, Brenner and Smith. 

The Miami (Arizona) Rifle and Pistol 
Club put on a bench shoot at their Miami 
range, starting Saturday evening and con- 
tinuing most of the day Sunday. We in 
Tucson did not learn of the pending match 
until the day but one before the event, but 
we got ready as best we could and Mrs. 
Lathrop and 1 left Tucson about 1 P. M. 
Saturday, drove to Miami and Globe, about 
120 miles, located the range out several miles 
from Miami, registered and then went back 
to the village to secure food and quarters. 
It was then that we learned that “Sam” 
Wilson and his wife were in town and could 
be expected at the shoot, and we _ were 
greatly pleased. 

The 100 yard section of the unlimited 
class shoot was to be held under lights and 
to begin at 7:30. There were fifteen shoot- 
ers registered and only ten benches, so that 
meant two relays. We soon found that 
there were other out-of-state and distin- 
guished guests to take part. We met for 
the first time Don “6m/m” Smith and Rob- 
ert Rowland, a relative of the famous Row- 
land of Denver, both from California. We 
also learned with regret that the Wilsons 
had a car wreck on the way down from 
Seattle and Sam had to buy a new car to 
finish the trip. He was very fortunate in 
not being much hurt but Mrs. Wilson was 
quite badly bruised, but able to be about. 

When the match opened the conditions 
were fair but not really good. I had a lot 
of trouble keeping track of the 4% minute 
dot. It was not so good with the light we 
had. The first match was won by Pat 
McMillan with .340, the next three by Wil- 
son with .269, .350 and .420 groups. Law- 
rence Brenner won the fifth with a .240, 
the smallest for the five matches. The 100 
yard aggregate showed Wilson .355, Bren- 
ner .366 and McMillan .434. 

On Sunday morning at 9:30 we start- 
ed the 100 yard match for the 13% lb. var- 
mint rifles. There were only nine shooters 
with varmint rifles and only one relay was 
needed. Conditions were fast getting 
worse as will be shown in the groups as the 
day progressed. McMillan won the first 
with .295, Wilson the second with .380, Mc- 
Millan the third with a .287, Wilson the 
fourth with .340, and Frank Minucci the 
fifth with .490. In the aggregate it was 
Wilson .427, Williams .439, McMillan .446, 
Brenner .610 and Lathrop .678. 

The targets and backers were then set 
back to 200 yards and the second leg of the 
varmint rifle matches shot. Only four 
shooters succeeded in finishing without dis- 
qualification. Wilson took the first with 
.972, Williams the second match with .872, 
McMillan the third wtih .880, Williams the 
fourth with .650, and Minucci took the last 
with 1.045. Inthe aggregate it was Mc- 
Millan .535, Williams .589, Wilson .739, and 
Don Smith .937. The grand aggregate for 
the varmint rifles was McMillan .490, Wil- 


(Continued on Page Twleve) 
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Your 6 m/m will be at its best if you 
USE SPINTRU ~— 7-S BULLETS 
Double processed and individually weighed. 
73 or 87 grain, $7.50 per C plus postage. 


CRAWFORD H. HOLLIDGE 


Marstons Mills, Mass. 


————————— re 
—————_ 


REAMERS 
GAUGES 


6mm INTERNATIONAL 
BOTH 
HARVEY DONALDSON’S 


AND 
MIKE WALKER’S 


version 
For the Gunsmith 
115 Calibers from 177 Woodsman 
to 505 GIBBS 
WRITE FOR NEW CATALOG 
H & M TOOL CO. 
24062 Orchard Lake Road, 
Farmington, Michigan 


2 DIE RIFLE SETS 


Precision machined. Stand- 
ard 7/”-14 thread for all 
popular reloading presses. 
Hand polished for long 
wear. No decorative chrome 
plating to crack and peel. 
No inter-changeable inserts 
which neck size only. Over 


500 calibers $13.50 


available. 


. mae 
R C BS INC. Derr. H-5 


P.O. Box 729 Oroville, Calif 


4 


CUSTOM MADE NOW $30.00 
Postpaid in U. S. A. 
2155 Demington Dr., Cleveland 6, Ohio 


T. H. BOUGHTON, Gunsmith 


Rebarreling—Chambering — Restocking 
Bench’ Rest and Varmint Rifles built. 
Match Bullets, .22 and 6mm from B & A 
dies. Repair and accuracy work. NBRSA 
Member and Competitive Shooter. 

410 Stone Road Rochester 16, N. Y. 


LAMINATED GUNSTOCK BLANKS 
ALL WALNUT 
WIDTHS 2%, 3, 3%, 4% inches. 

8 ply to 25 ply construction. 
OWEN LAMINATED GUNSTOCK 
BLANKS 
505 So. Decatur St., Watkins Glen, N. Y. 
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Bench Rest Match Reports 
(Continued from Page Eleven 


liams .514, Wilson .583. 

At the close of the 200 yard varmint 
matches the ladies of the club served every- 
one a very fine dinner. They had planned 
for more people and there was much food 
left over. 

By the time we got to the 200 yard 
section of the unlimited match the condi- 
tions were really taking their toll. Several 
were off the paper and there were quite a 
number of four and five inch groups. Only 
those who were real smart in doping the 
wind and mirage were able to carry on. 
Wilson took the first match with 1.337, fol- 
lowed by Don Smith with 1.392. In the 
second match it was Wilson 1.740 and Greg 
Schneider 1.990. The third was Wilson 
895, McMillan 1.300 and Brenner with 
1.350. In the fourth it was McMillan 1.367, 
Wilson 1.412 and Smith 1.640. In the fifth 
it was Smith 1.065, McMillan 1.265 and 
Brenner 1.340. 

In the 200 yard aggregate it was Wil- 
son .703, Smith .858, McMillan .955, and in 
the grand for the unlimited it was Wilson 
.529, McMillan .694, Smith .716, Brenner 
724, Williams 884, Jim Wilkinson .989 and 
Ruth McMillan. 1.097. 

All in all it was a very fine shoot and 
the club should be congratulated for the job 
they did. The club has very few bench 
shooters and almost every one present was 
from out of town or out of state. I was 
sure pleased to meet the new faces and es- 
pecially to see the Wilsons. I do regret 
that I did the poorest shooting I have ever 
done since starting bench shooting—guess 
old age is catching up. I hope to do better 
next time, nevertheless. 

R. W. Lathrop 


AUGUSTA, OHIO 

The first registered, unrestricted bench 
rifle shoot at Reed’s Run Rifle Range on 
April 15-16 drew a starting entry of 23 
shooters. Weather and shooting conditions 
are described by NBRSA Secretary, Ber- 
nice MeMullen, as follows: 

“We had two days of weather not good 
for ducks to be out, so you have some idea 
of what it was like for human beings. Sai- 
urday (for the 200 yard shooting) we were 
plagued with cross-winds from every direc- 
tion and toward the end of the shooting we 
had showers. Saturday night there was a 
mild tornado at Pittsburgh, and early Sun- 
day we had winds up to 40 miles per hour 
and we thought for a while we might not 
have a place to shoot when we got to the 
range. Every one who shot on Saturday 
showed up Sunday morning, but it wasn’t 
long until some of them said ‘Good-bye’ to 
Reed’s Run and its wind and headed for 
home. Had we been away from home 
there is no doubt in my mind that we would 
have done the same thing. Those who 
stayed were in for a day that they will not 
soon forget. Along with the wind we had 
showers and as the day progressed it got 
much colder and we had a few snow flur- 
ries. The kind man upstairs and old lady 
luck must have had watchful eyes on a few 
of the shooters, as you can see by the re- 
sults sheet.” 

The aggregate winners were: Five 5- 
shot matches at 200 yards—Ralph Stolle 


.4179, George McMullen .4223, Homer Cul- 
ver .4288. Five 10-shot matches at 200 
yards—Ralph Stolle .6074, Charles Kingsley 
.6226, Ernest Scafuri .6423. 

Five 5-shot matches at 100 yards— 
Ralph Stolle .393, Al. Johnson .4072, Olin 
Davis .4076. Five 10-shot matches at 100 
yards—Ralph Stolle .628, Eldon Stolle .657, 
George McMullen .7574, Johnson .790. 

National Match Course aggregate—R. 
Stolle .6177, E. Stolle .657, George McMul- 
len .7108, Johnson .7403. 


MID-CONTINENT 

While we have not received any re- 
sults bulletins from the shoots, we have 
heard from Regional Director Bob Berry 
that Wichita had some snowfall during the 
first shoot of the season on April 8th, and 
that Tulsa had extremely windy conditions 
for their first shoot on April 16th. 

Earlier in the year a carload of Tulsa 
shooters went to Hot Springs, Arkansas, 
where a group of shooters have been hold- 
ing local shoots, mainly with varmint and 
sporter rifle. Several of the Hot Springs 
shooters attended the April 16th shoot at 
Tulsa, one shooting in the unrestricted rifle 
class, two or three with varmint rifles, and 
others just observing. It seems probable 
that the Arkansas group will try to relocate 
and rebuild their range at Hot Springs to 
enable them to conduct registered shoots 
in the future. 


ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI 

Eight shooters participated in the first 
Light Varmint Rifle class shoot at the 
Bench Rest Rifle Club of St. Louis range, 
April 30th, on a pleasant sunny day with 
mild temperature and light, steady wind 
conditions. 

Leo Fieser won all the aggregates, .574 
at 100 yards, .790 at 200 yards and .682 for 
the grand aggregate. He shot a Sako .222 
with Hallmorger 6X scope and load of 52 
gr. Speer bullet with 21 grs. 4198. 

Arthur J. Freund was second in all the 
aggregates, with .754 at 100 yards, .939 at 
200 yards and .846 for the grand. He shot 
a Sako .22 with Weaver 10X scope and 
load of 50 gr. bullets made in Bahler Die 
Shop dies with 21 grs. 4198. 

Frank Muriel was 3rd at 100 with 
1.033, 4th at 200 with 1.059 and 3rd in the 
grand with 1.046. He shot a restocked 
model 722 Rem. .222 with Weaver 10X 
scope and load of 50 gr. Sierra bullet with 
20.5 grs. 4198. 

Freund shot smallest group at both 100 
yards (.380”) and 200 yards (1.000”). 


RICHMOND, CALIFORNIA 

Fourteen shooters participated in the 
registered bench rest matches conducted by 
the Richmond Rod and Gun Club, April 
29th and 30th. The 200 yard matches were 
shot on Saturday and the 100 yard on Sun- 
day. 

In the unrestricted bench rifle class, 
George Hendricks made a clean sweep of 
the aggregates, winning the 200 yard with 
5928 MOA, the 100 yard wtih .4056 and 
the NMC with .4992. Ray Jones from 
Yreka, Calif., was fourth in the 200 yard 
aggregate with .7290, second at 100 yards 
with .4444 and second in the NMC with 
.5867. Ray’s wife, Virginia, was third at 
200 with .7019 and third in the NMC with 
16973. 

Joe McPhillips was second at 200 with 
.6340 and Ed McNally was third at 100 
with .5485. Chet Pluth, California State 
Champ, had planned to compete but an ac- 
cident to his gun too late for repairs kept 
him out of competition but he did drive the 
120 miles to Richmond to see how the gang 
was making out. 
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FOR THE SHOOTER BY A SHOOTER 


Mark III BSA .22 Target Rifle— 


It Is Supreme 


MARK III Less sights 
MARK III with 1-8 Min Parker-Hale sights 


MARTINI-INTERNATIONAL 


MARK III with Freeland sights 


In addition to doing ALL GUNSMITHING we fit Douglas and 
Holmes barrels to rim fire and center fire .22 Caliber target & 


sporter rifles. 


Freeland AF55L EXCEPTIONAL 


LEATHER RIFLE CASE .... $35.00 
Freeland SHOOTING JERSEY 

heavy weight ..............0. $3.30 
Freeland Rifle Rest fork 

85 JUMBO size ............. - $1.20 
Freeland Soft Plastic Tripod- 

Scope carrying case ........ $22.50 


FREELAND ALL ANGLE TRIPOD, 


in 
green, gray or black, mention scope when 


MERNSTNG,  5.csiics a9, wcestas ea deb ave tataliong-ovo Kkeaneonse $15.25 
FREELAND BIPOD, mention scope when 
BEDE LINQ: os resins. vale, ginteia 40a ators eye v8.4 etal $17.50 


FREELAND PALM REST, ball type $12.50 
ALL ANGLE GALLERY SPECIAL TRIPOD 


44” PARKER-HALE BENCH REST LENGTH 


ALUMINUM CASE for 44” Rod 


$210 
$245 
$270 


FREELAND Adjustable 
Aluminum Butt Plate ... $10.50 
FREELAND Base Plate with 


Free Rifle Hook ........ $15.75 
FREELAND Butt Plate with 
Rubber Pad occas cccecdss $13.00 
FREELAND Free Rifle Hook 
ONY?) a8 c- cnaniespes e sbeenes $8.50 
All Angle Tripod ' 
FREELAND SWISS TYPE PALM REST 
$18.50 
BALL TYPE PALM REST for the 513 Rem. 
$14.00 
BALL TYPE PALM REST FOR MARK III 
$15.50 
sheet onhisg ash eaacaihicaiayia 68 we Cosa Lape $4.8 RYO G eos wees $16.85 
CLEANING ROD ...............0cc00ce $3.75 
Bie SFE Stans a ca ee eimssauaselin 8 0 ayers fa 3:9. DAU NAT S624 oad $3.00 
BBL. C80. cc Fvanessiuny aeeade cas $9.50 
FREELAND Gallery Special Bipod $18.90 HIGH STANDARD SPORT KINGS _ $49.95 
FREELAND Sling Keeper ............ $1.25 HIGH STANDARD DOUBLE-NINE_ $44.95 
FREELAND Foam Padded Glove ..... $5.25 TIMNEY TRIGGER, Mauser, Enf. 


~ FREELAND .30 Caliber Shooting Kit $13.50 


FREELAND !'4 Opening Rifle Kit «. $20.00 
FREELAND Conventional opening 

BRAY Kit vita nes cane ou sasaniwanade $17.75 
FREELAND Conventional opening 

Be CRAY UIC) oi. 5 seria woes g-dcoumcasave,'s w reeves $18.25 
FREELAND 48 34” Rifle Trunk, 

BORON GUM: oss 5 ou.c00s 00 aes had ches $26.25 


(Above kits and trunks are metal covered) 
(All kits and trunks fob Rock Island) 

FREELAND BENCHREST SUNSHADE 

Me MINGLE oo aics aus peice bosewiane esters O7.50 

FREELAND Fore-end Stops for 52M, 


wo Win, 513, 521 & 40X wo... cc cccenae $3.00 
FREELAND Universal Fore-end Stop, 
moe custom stocks 2.02.26 .:dcenesses $7.50 


FREELAND Deluxe Cuff & Q. D. Hook $4.25 
Mention size—come 14” to 18” length 
FREELAND Midcentury cuff combination 
w/sling pad & keeper, mention if right 


mer left hand shooter 0:05 sscweeeev eas $8.50 
FREELAND Superior Front Sight ... $15.00 
FREELAND Junior Front Sight .... $12.50 
FREELAND Tube Rear Sight, with 

regular scope mounts .............. $37.50 
FREELAND Military Front Sight ... $12.50 
FREELAND Superior Twin S 

Sights, front 2 $26.00 
FREELAND Sheepwool Zipper Cases 

for straight scopes ................. $5.25 


FREELAND Shooting Mats $20.50 & $17.50 


FREELAND Timer Cartridge Block $10.00 
STANDARD RUGER .22 Automatic $37.50 
RUGER MARK | Target Pistol ...... $57.50 
Redfield Junior Mount Bases, Pair $7.50 
Redfield Split Rings, 1”, 1.023, 1.045 $14.00 
Redfield #80 Sight, mention gun $8.50 
Redfield International front sight $13.95 
Redfield Olympic Front sights ...... $11.95 
Redfield International Rear with 

SureuX | Disc, + cmccvase soxveucacoes pices 39.75 


HAHN Super BB Repeater rifle 


OE! UBC os ccna loc vd nnheaniavay  2aldaden fee $15.95 
MARLEEN) 806. abies ce races 4 oceans na 6 25.50 
Remington 870AP Plain Field Gun $89.45 
Remington SPT 58ADL Plain Bbl 

Field Qfad@: sox... casneseemnneus 0 139.95 
Remington Model 40X Standard weight 

OF HEAVY: iosieca 5 nemesis ts oases «<6 $139.75 
WEATHERBY DELUXE RIFLE - $250.00 
S&W Model 28 Highway Patrolman .. $85.00 


S&W Model 19 357 Combat Magnum $110.00 
S&W K22-K38 or K32 MASTERPIECE $81.00 
(Accessories extra for target work) 


Oe SOG hoa an ceguiensairesmnaetseiien > $10.95 
FIFZ TEN-O-GRIPS «socisscdescicsaes $6.95 
MARK TIME PISTOL TIMER ........ $8.50 
PACHMAYR 4-gun Pistol Kit ....... $29.50 
MERIT MASTER TARGET DISC .... $8.00 
LYMAN 310 Tool Complete 1 Cal. 


BUSHNELL SENTRY SCOPE 
WEAVER PIVOT MOUNT 
SATURN SCOUT SCOPE ............ 
CROSMAN #600 .22 Cal. Pistol . 
REM'!NGTON NYLON 66 .22LR . 
ASTRA CUB .22 shorts pistol .... 


MOSSBERG 340K .22 clin sporter .... $33.95 
MOSSBERG C-1 COVEY TRAP ...... 

STURM RUGER SINGLE SIX ...... $63.25 
Micro Ramp Pistol Sights, set ....... $15.00 
ACE TRIGGER SHOE, mention gun .. $2.50 
MORGAN RECOIL PAD, complete ... $9.00 


FITZ AMMO SAFE OR AMMO CONE, 
each ap mia Aelia acetsicout Yo S78 ZesaibUavete: SATE ANE 99 
POINTER PUP PISTOL GRIPS ...... $4.00 
PISTOL GRIP ADAPTER S, M or Lge $2.00 
DELUXE RECOIL PAD, Med or Lge_ $3.75 
GUNLINE CHECKERING SET 
C&H SWAG-O-MATIC SET 


WRITE US FOR ALL YOUR GUN, SCOPE, MOUNT, SIGHT AND RELOADING NEEDS. 


** OFFICIAL POLY CHOKE INSTALLERS #* 


Send $1.00 for Catalogue, redeemed on first $5.00 purchase. Freeland and BSA Pamphlets Free 
DISCOUNT TO ESTABLISHED DEALERS—PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE 


FREELAND’S SCOPE STANDS, INC. 


3737 14th Ave., 


Al Freeland, Nationally Known Rifleman 


ROCK ISLAND, ILL. 


Se —— — — — — — — — —  — 


BRICE SHOOTING MITTS 


For discriminating 
riflemen. 


Durable, soft leather, 
heavy wool padding on 
back and wrist; protects 
against pulse. Fingers 
free. Best mitt for long, 
hard holding. 


Price $6.00 postpaid. Send glove size with 
check or money order. 


L. J. BRICE 
8525 S. E. 32nd Ave.. Portland 22, Oregor 


ft 


With the heavy varmint rifles, Ray 
Jones was third at 200 with .8036 MOA, 
but first at 100 yards with .3572 and won 
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the Grand with .5804. George Hendricks 
was second at 200 with .7293, second at 100 
with .5369 and third in the Grand with 
.6331. Ed Suchan, Oakland, won the 200 
yard aggregate with .6665, was third at 100 
with .5747 and second in the grand with 
6206. 

In the light varmint rifle class, region- 
al director John Sweany was third at 200 
yards with 1.0184 MOA, second at 100 with 
5956 and first in the grand with .8070. Joe 
McPhillips was first at 200 with .9060, and 
second in the grand with .8376. Ray Jones 
was fourth at both 200 and 100 yards and 
third in the grand with .8607. : 

Allen Hobbs was second at 200 yards 


with .9591. Gale McMillan won the 100 
yard aggregate with .5578 but disqualified 
in one 200 yard match. Jack Bridwell was 
third at 100 yards with .7575. 


A BELATED CREDIT 


Ferris Pindell, Richmond, Indiana, has 
recently sent us a results sheet for the 
Mississippi Valley Regional Championship 
bench rest shoot, fired at Windsor, Illinois, 
last August 2th. We do not have any rec- 
ord of having received any report of this 
shoot after it was fired. 

Ferris’ purpose in sending the results 


(Continued on Page Fourteen) 
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A Belated Credit 

(Continued from Page Thirteen) 
sheet at this belated date was that a first- 
year bench rest competitor, Floyd Gibson 
of Richmnod, Ind., won that regional cham- 
poinship in a 14 competitor field, most of 
whom were bench rest competitors of con- 
siderable experience. He feels that Floyd 
Gibson should have public credit for this 
fine performance, and we quite agree. 

Gibson won_the 100 yard aggregate 
with a .320, was third at 200 yards with 
522 and his winning NMC aggregate was 
421 MOA. L. F. “Bud’ Carden of Kansas 
City, Kans., was third at 100 yards with 
408, second at 200 yards with .490 and 
second in the NMC agg. with .449. Harold 
Cole of Windsor was second at 100 yards 
with .390, fourth at 200 with .525 and third 
in the NMC with .457. Al Walter of St. 
Louis won the 200 yard stage with a .483 
MOA agg. and with his .479 agg. at 100 
vards took fourth in the NMC with .481. 

Pindell was going great-guns at 100 
yards but was disqualified in the fifth match 
at that range because the moving backer 
did not clearly show 10 holes—a trouble 
that other fast shooting, tight-groupers have 
been plagued with at one time or another. 

Three Mid-Continent Region shooters 
participated in the shoot; Baucher, Carden 
and Mayer, all from Kansas. 

PHT 


A SUPERIOR SHOOTING BENCH 
By Edward D. Seymour 

During the past several years I have 
constructed at least ten of the Whelen type 
of shooting benches, as depicted in the 
March issue of Precision Shooting, and at 
none of the larger Eastern matches have I 
seen anything as satisfactory. 

I feel that you will welcome a few 
comments concerning said bench construc- 
tion, so here goes: 

1) Six inch diameter square and 
barked cedar posts 5 feet long, treated with 
cupronol or cresote for a length of about 30 
inches from the bottom, are most desirable, 
costing in this vicinity 50¢ each. Not only 
are they less expensive than timber posts 


but are very much easier to install and 
frame to. 
2) Posts should be set at least 24 


inches in concrete in 9 or 10 inch diameter 
holes, concrete extending about 3 inches 
above grade and top sloped to drain away 
water. Rotting of the posts is thus pre- 
vented and rigidity greatly enhanced. 

3) 2” x 6” rails, affixed to the rear 
post with two 14 x 4% inch lag screws and 
to the front ones with a % x 9 inch through 
bolt should be used. 

4) The top should consist of 2” x 8” 
dressed lumber, prefabricated and each 
piece marked with a distinct center line. 
The front 3 pieces are each 48 inches long, 
ends square. The remaining 5 pieces, vary- 
ing in length from 48 inches to 16 inches, 
have diagonally cut ends, producing the de- 
sired curved effect without difficulty. 

After aligning on target by means of 
the center line, each plank should be spiked 
to the rails with three 20d nails, care being 
taken to have warp convex, or tendency 
there to, upwards. 

Two priming coats of a 50/50 turpen- 
tine-boiled oil mixture should then be ap- 
plied, followed by two coats of gray outside 
porch enamel. Green, in a hot sun_ be- 
comes almost unbearable to the touch, and 
at the same time the color green is elusive. 

A piece of 1% inch pipe, passed 
through a properly located hole in the bench 
top will serve as a socket for a bench um- 
brella, a great help on a bright day as well 
as protection against a reasonable rain. 
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5) Forget the seats! I provided them 
on several of the original benches but have 
omitted them on the more recent ones. 
They are in the way when one wants to 
stand close up to the bench, and seldom is 
their height or location what the shooter 
desires. A solid bottom old kitchen chair, 
back sawed off, or other type of stool, 
works well, but an old fashioned piano stool 


really is “IT.” Stools are hung under 
bench when not in use. 
(Editor’s note: General design and 


dimensions of the bench described in the 
March 1961 magazine are essentially the 
same as the bench described by Mr. Sey- 
mour. ) 


BEGINNERS CORNER 


Robert Stinehour 
Rt. 9W, M. D. 26 
Newburgh, N. Y. 


First of all I would like to compliment 
Robert Sears for his excellent article on 
mirage in April P. S. It was a very good 
follow-up to my own previous comments, 
and much better worded than I could have 
done. 

If more people who could submit good 
material, and there are many, would do so, 
P. S. would be loaded with good dope. 

I probably receive more letters asking 
my opinion of actions than any other cor- 
respondence; mostly of course they are re- 
ferring to use in bench rest shooting. 
There are many actions that are equally 
good for bench rest. Like many other 
products, they all have their good and bad 
points. In my opinion it depends on how 
much one wants to spend. Like a stock, 
bullet dies, scope, etc., the cost (within 
reason) should be secondary. When one is 
putting considerable bucks into a new rifle 
a few dollars more on the above named 
items is well spent, for if one shoots for the 
money they can get the difference between 
a good outfit and a mediocre one back at a 
single shoot. One can short-cut just so 
much and still come up with a good outfit. 

I will list the actions that are accept- 
able for bench rest shooting, in my opinion, 
and not necessarily in order of preference. 
Also, I am speaking of action only, for 
many good actions do not carry a suitable 
guard, or floor plate. 

J will start with the Weber, Schultz and 
Larsen, Forster, Shilen, 722 Remington, 
40X Remington, as is, minus guards on 
some. Other actions are suitable, such as 
F. N. Mauser, Mod. 70 Winchester, Mexi- 
can Mauser, and others, when sleeved with 
a Bellows Sleeve. A Bellows Sleeve will 
improve most actions, but I do believe a 
lug is necessary. 

Now I will list the ones that are very 
acceptable, if you can get the individuals to 
make you one:—Homer Culver, Bob Hart, 
Clyde Hart, etc. 

In choosing an action one must con- 
sider the trigger to be used and the lock 
time, which is very important. Also the 
strength of firing pin fall. One must have 
fast lock time and not too hard a fall for 
best results. Many feel that the F. N. 
Mauser, for instance, has too hard a fall for 
the .222 Rem. or .222 Magnum, so I rec- 
ommend this action, when sleeved, for the 
.219 Don. When we think of serious com- 
petitive bench rest shooting, these three are 
the only cartridges we think of. 

While I am on the subject of cart- 
ridges, I must here put in a plug for the 
.219 Don. There seems to be much bad 
propaganda around on this fine cartridge. 
Many who come to my place or write me 
think the .219 cases are hard to make, form, 
etc. They have also been informed that 
pressures run high. Some say many cases 


are lost in fire-forming. All these things 
are false. It is easy to chuck cases in the 
lathe (or have some one do it for you) and 
turn .005” off the rims, run them through 
C-H forming dies, fire-form with a full 
case of 3031 powder, and come up with 
109% of your cases. I have never lost a 
case of fire-forming to .219 Don. Once 
fire-formed, the .219 Don cases have longer 
jife than any other case. I have cases T’ve 
been shooting 6 years and know they have 
been fired over 500 times each. Many have 
cases fired over 1,000 times. 

I have not had enough experience with 
the Rem. .222 Magnum to comment on it, 
except that I know it doesn’t have the case 
life of the .219 Don. 

On the .222 Rem. versus the .219 Don, 
I am sure of this. Everything being equal 
a good .222 Rem. will beat a .219 Don at 
100 yards, mainly, I believe, for the slight- 
ly less recoil in the .222. At 200 yards it 
will reverse, and the .219 Don will beat the 
222. Most NMC aggregates are won at 
209 yards, therefore the .219 Don has the 
edge in my opinion. 

So, choose your action, barrel, case, 
etc., and choose them as a team, but re- 
member that a good team will always beat 
a mediocre one, in the long run. 

SOME “MUSTS” 

In choosing an action for bench rest, 
yarmint rifle, free rifle, or sporter, there are 
a few “musts” to look for. First, I look 
for bearing surface to wood. Second, and 
very important, is the bearing surface being 
reasonably uniform either side of the guard 
screw. When a guard screw pulls down 
it must have as much bearing surface for- 
ward as aft, or there has to be spring, and 
spring makes for erratic vibrations. 
CRITICISM © 

The action which is the worst in this 
respect is the Mark V Weatherby. This 
rifle was pictured on the cover of the 
American Rifleman magazine a couple of 
months ago. I assume all responsibility 
for my remarks on this action, for like all 
my statements, they are my own opinions. 

This action is the worst designed bolt» 
action on the market today, and as a past 
member of the NRA it made me boil to see 
it on the cover of the magazine. A maga- 
zine that is supposed to represent the ma- 
jority of the riflemen in America should 
use more discretion than showing a very in- 
ferior rifle on its cover, and thus give many 
bucks worth of free advertising to an arm 
that is inferior almost to the point of being 
dangerous. 

There are Weatherby stocks available, 
by the numbers, from Numrich Arms, 
West Hurley, N. Y. and Agramonte in 
Yonkers, N. Y. These SPLIT stocks are 
from F. N. Weatherbys. The F. N., if 
properly bedded, has far less chance of split- 
ting the stock than the Mark V, so the per- 
centage of splitting on Mark V__ stocks 
should be even higher. 

Except for about a square-inch of flat 
bearing surface behind the recoil lug, the 
rest of the action is round to the tang, with 
a wedging effect on the stock. The rear 
guard screw has about .5C0” bearing aft, and 
nothing forward as the trigger housing 
comes very close to the front of the rear 
screw. 

For those unfortunates who own one, 
if it has not already split the stock, or if it 
has, it can be fixed by cross-bolting without 
deterring too much from the looks. I use 
two cross-bolts, one half way between the 
magazine and trigger housing, and one half 
way between the recoil lug and magazine, 
both as high as possible without showing in 
the inletting. 


Tighten the bolts well, inletting the 
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heads in the outside of the stock less than 
the depth of the screw driver slots. Then 
file and emery down flush with the stock, 
and if care is used it will not be necessary 
to touch up the stock finish. 
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I must say that the Mark V has one 
of the best designed guards going, so, some 
actions are good and have poorly designed 
guards, and some guards are good with 
poorly designed actions. I believe that this 
is a good example that the most expensive 
bench rest actions (or any other) is not 
necessarily the best. 

I was further dumb-founded at the 
good plug my favorite gun writer gave Mr. 
Weatherby on the close tolerance of Wea- 
therby barrels, as to uniformity inside. 
Eyen a beginner like myself knows these 
tolerances can not be held (profitably) in 
the Appel process of rifling, which he uses. 
I believe the Appel process has some merit, 
but must be developed to use a longer 
mandrel. In the meantime my choice will 
be a buttoned barrel, which is winning 99% 
of the matches today. 


Dear Phil: 


That last 


picture on 
months’ magazine gave some indication of 
the interest that shooters have towards the 
Lenchrest game throughout the period when 


cold looking 


we are planning for the pleasant match 
days. I for one sort of miss the opporiun- 
ity to go down to Staunton, usually the 
last weekend of April for the shoot which 
the boys have had down there for a number 
of seasons. I don’t know what the condi- 
tions are that prevented them from having 
matches ‘this year but I sincerely hope they 
will be circumvented by the talented and 
hardworking fellows who have run_ the 
shoots in the past. I guess we have all 
found it difficult to find good shooting days 
this Spring but it won’t be long now before 
we are complaining of tae heat rather than 
the cold. 

I found it interesting to note which 
guns came through the winter without any 
changes in point of impact and accuracy. 
Tf you have stored them in a warm dry 
place, you might find that the action screws 
can be taken up a little and then when the 
normal moisture content enters the wood 
again, things will be really snugged up 
tight. I find this pressure condition on the 
action screws to vary the shooting of a gun 
considerably. Some years ago, many of us 
changed our screws to the Allen head type 
and this is a step in the right direction be- 
cause generally those screws are very ac- 
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We don’t have to make elaborate claims... 


FEDERAL PRIMERS have proved their 
dependability, high quality and 


performance 


FEDERAL NO. 209 SHOT SHELL PRIMER 


This is a ‘‘battery cup’ primer—charged with Fed- 
eral’s non-mercuric, non-corrosive, extremely stable 
patented priming mixture—the same priming mixture 
as used in Federal's Hi-Power and Monark shotgun 
shells. Packed 100 to a box, 10 boxes to a carton. 


Federal Cartridge Corporation * Minneapolis, Minnesota 


curately threaded and the material itself is 
of a good tough alloy. There is a hazard, 
however, which must be avoided if the 
wood in your stock is too soft. So much 
pressure can be applied to the heads of 
these screws that the rear tang can be bent 
down hy imbedding it deeper than it should 
be after it was originally and properly bed- 
ded in the stock. The bow thus created 
py too much tension at this point is bad for 
accuracy and becomes worse each time 
those screws are pulled up tighter. The 
remedy, of course, is to carefully re-work 
and deepen the inletting at the forward sec- 
tion of the receiver and barrel bearing, re- 
storing the inletting to a uniform and posi- 
tive bearing with the “wood at ali points. 
Don't assume that glass bedding precludes 
this possibility. Some of the glass bedding 
‘obs I have seen have emerged directly 
from the installers operation with such a 
bowed job, and I have seen others that 


There is no substitute for experience. 
When you realize that Federal Cartridge 
Corporation has made and sold over 
5,000,000,000 (five BILLION) primers, 
what better evidence can you ask to prove 
their quality and dependability. Federal 
experience means shooting satisfaction. 


Federal Primers give you consistently 
uniform ignition — the prime requisite for 
accurate shooting. Neither temperature 
changes nor humidity changes can alter 
this uniformity. Independent ballistics lab- 
oratories have subjected these Primers to 
a temperature range of +140°F. to —60°F. 
and found no variation in performance. 

Federal Primers are non-corrosive, non- 
mercuric and dependably stable. Put your 


trust in Federals —as many of the outstanding 
bench rest shooters do. Check the records. 


Made in the U.S.A. where labor receives an ample salary. 


Brass 
—«— Cup 


Priming 
Mixture 


Flash Lacquer 
Hole pe - Seal 
Anvil 


IDENTIFICATION 


No. 210 Large Rifle Primers 
— Brass Cup — RED printing 
on carton 


No. 200 Small Rifle Primers 
— Nickel plated cup — BLUE 
printing on carton 


No. 150 Large Pistol Primers 
— Copper plated cup—BLACK 
printing on carton 


No. 100 Small Pistol Primers 
— Brass cup — GREEN print- 
ing on carton 


retail price 


$8.00 ,., 1,000 


See your Federal Dealer 


Battery Primer 
Cup —*% Cup 
Anvil 

Priming Flash 
Mixture {= Hole 


retail price 


— $14.50 per 1,000 


have picked up enough moisture underneath 
that glass bedding to swell the wood and 
cause distortion to the glassed areas. 

If you are getting any movement on 
te fore end tip when your rear tang screw 
is tightened or loosened, you had best look 
vour stock over carefully. This movement 
might not be big enough to easily see but 
sometimes you can feel it as you press your 
finger under the barrel and against the fore 
end tip at the same time you tighten or 
loosen the rear screw. A_ dial indicator 
shows this condition very accurately if you 
have one that can be clamped to the barrel 
so that it makes contact with the fore end. 
Not all of us have such a device but there 
is a makeshift way that works pretty well. 
Cut up enough strips of uniform thickness 
paper, about 2” X 4”. Put sufficient layers 
of paper between your barrel and stock at 
the fore end to make a good smooth fit so 


(Continued on Page Sixteen) 
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STOCL SHCOTIN STUFF 
(Continued from Page Fifteen) 

that any one of the pieces of paper can, by 
a moderate amount of pressure, be slid out 
of place, and note the effort required to 
move the paper. Movement of the stock 
will quickly indicate itself, if it is going io 
occur, when you tighten or loosen the rear 
screw. If you find that two or three more 
pieces of paper can be inserted as you loos- 
en the screw, you definitely should re-inlet 
the forward section of your receiver, and, 
of course, the same applies if your paper 
pack tightens up too much. When things 
are really right, the paper pressure stays 
pretty constant as you independently loosen 
or tighten any of the screws in your receiv- 
er. 

Many of us use the shimming system 
as we travel with our guns. Those long 
heavy barrels, free floated as they are, vi- 
brating up and down as we drive along the 
road can have the strain removed by put- 
ting a suitable thickness of material be- 
tween barrel and wood. It might be a 
folded up target or any suitable material 
but don’t make it too small. Bob Stine- 
hour surprised himself and the rest of us 
last year at one of the Plainfield shoots. 
He got there just a little while before start- 
ing time and grabbed his gun and headed 
for the bench to shoot his first match. His 
rifle had shot well several days previously 
and he had no question about its being right 
on the target. It didn’t take long for him 
to get set up and as those of you who shoot 
with him know, he has usually fired his ten 
record shots while some of us are still using 
our sighter target. The before mentioned 
day was not one of those occasions, how- 
ever, and for once, the tide was turned as 
Bob moaned and groaned from the time he 
started to shoot. His first complaint was 
that he was way over on the corner of the 
paper and it took a dozen clicks to get any- 
where near the center of the bullseye. This 
is more important at Plainfield than at 
most other shoots because, there, they pay 
off for highest score as well as smallest 
group. There were more moans from 
Bob as his shots made a very irregular pat- 
tern and it is not too frequent that he makes 
spattered groups. I can see why it didn’t 
make him happy because we all hate to lose 
to a bad group on that first match when 
conditions are usually quiet and nice and es- 
pecially since Plainfield has another unique 
system of contributing from their own 
funds, a special $10 prize for the smallest 
aggregate of the first match at 100 yards 
and the first match at 200 yards. Bob and 
I frequently say that every shot pleases 
somebody” and jokingly repeat it when we 
see one another put one out of the group 
but when you see a fellow do it two or 
three times, you feel badly for the guy. 
Sob couldn’t understand what was wrong 
and it wasn't until he got back to his load- 
ing point and started to clean his rifle that 
he noticed his travel shim was still under 
the barrel. So again I repeat, make your 
shim big enough to be visible and avoid 
that mistake. 

It is really surprising how many little 
things will make a group size large even 
when a gun is shooting as near perfect as 
the best of them come. I, for one, don’t 
like a rest which incorporates a stop for the 
fore end. I long ago found out that hold- 
ing the fore end against that stop with a 
uniform pressure from shot to shot was al- 
most impossible even when doing it under 
unhurried practicing conditions. In the 
pressure of competition when there is mir- 
age and wind to judge and a dozen rifles 
going off on either side of you, and the ner- 
vous strain of getting that ninth and tenth 
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shot into a small group, you are inclined to 
vary the pressure greatly. If you use a 
hard supporting surface for your fore end, 
and that surface is considerably wider than 
your stock, there may be considerable dif- 
ference from shot to shot in the lateral 
point at which your stock rests and there- 
fore, the stop will be sometimes to the right 
and sometimes to the left of the center line. 
This will cause your group to be larger. 
Merrie Stuhlschuter has a pretty good sys- 
tem and sh2 uses a stop on her rest. At 
the conclusion cf each shot as she slides her 
gun back into position, she at the same time 
automatically reaches forward and_ places 
her index finger between the fore end and 
the stop to make sure by the sense of feel 
that the gun is not touching the stop and is 


in the same relative position each time. In- 
stead of a hard rest surface, she uses a 
leather cylinder about 1%” in diameter, 


packed very hard and tight with sand and 
covered with a piece of heavy nylon. 

I notice some shooters are a little bit 
erratic in the position in which they place 
their rear sandbags, also. and a gun will 
just not shoot its best when the bag is at 
the heel of the stock at one shot and half 
way up the pistol grip on another. 

Talking about rests reminds me _ of 
some photos of different models which I 
took at the Staunton shoots last year. A 
great percentage of the shooters were using 
mechanical devices in lieu of sandbags but 
I think before the day was over, the sand- 
bag shooters were holding their own. In 
each instance, these photos show both a 
stop on the front rest and one or more side 
guides which bear against the side of the 
stock and in combination with the rear rest 
attempt to make it possible to return the 
gun to zero battery position after each shot. 

erhaps as a matter of interest for fellows 
who have never seen some of the ingenious 
and precise pieces of equipment, you might 
want to publish them. 


|. 


ee 


Talking about gadgets reminds me of 
another photo which I am sending to you. 
This is of a device which I have dreamed 
up to save myself labor of sort of a mon- 
otonous type in the bullet making operation. 
I don’t know how many thousands of 
jackets, I have dropped base first into plas- 
tic trays which were bored with row upon 
row of holes, the right size to hold upright 
the jackets. Then the cores are dropped 
into the jackets, base down. After that, 
they must be pressed into position tightly 
with a suitable punch. As I said, all of this 
seemed monotonous and unduly time con- 
suming so I decided to consume some time 


The home made 


in making this gadget. 
plastic pulley device is all necessary to re- 
duce the speed from the gear headed motor 
to a suitable 3 r. p. m. speed on the driven 


drum which contains six spring loaded 
chambers which slide up and down against 
a fixed position punch. The chambers are 
bored in diameter to clear the punch and 
be the proper size of the flat and larger 


bee _ ~ 

diameter end of the core. The cores thus 
center themselves as they are dropped into 
place as the drum revolves and the invert- 
ed jacket is dropped into position over the 
core. As they revolve, they strike the 
spring loaded elyptical shaped unit which 
reminds me of a brake shoe since it is sur- 
faced with a strip of nylon. As they re- 
volve onto the shoe, the jackets are pressed 
tighter and tighter upon the core until be- 
fore they reach the limits of the shoe, the 
core and jacket are firmly seated. The 
cylinders themselves are spring loaded and 
as they pass the heel of the shoe, they 
spring out and pop the positioned cores 
into a suitable container. This device is 
not truly a core seating gadget of the ex- 
panding up variety although they are seated 
tight enough to put the unit through the 
bullet swaging die. My Spintru bullets are 
still made by following this device with the 
normal core seating operation. It has worked 
very satisfactorily for about twenty thou- 
sand units and saved me a great deal of 
time. The Mark II model uses a conven- 
tional motor and a small gear box instead 
of so many belts and pulleys. When I 
reach the Mark III stage, I shall use a 
small worm drive. Separate cylinders are 
put in place for each caliber but bullet 
weight change requires only the re-position- 
ing of the spring loaded brake shoe. So 
with the above, you see a gadget which 
saves time even though it took considerable 
of it to make. It was fun, though, and I 
still maintain it is a lot Jess boresome to use 
than the old system of dropping a jacket 
and a core in place before you could move 
on to the core seating stage. 

Well, Phil, in a few weeks I hope I 
will be seeing you on the beautiful green 
ineadow that we shoot across at Plainfield 
and I am surely looking forward to it. 

Cordially yours 


COrnvit- LE Macht. 


A LETTER FROM LOUISIANA 
Dear Phil: 

You know, it seems to me that Brother 
Members, as well as myself, have lead 
swaged up something else besides bullet 
jackets, or else they would get off it and 
start giving forth again with ideas for pub- 
lication in Precision Shooting. Jesse M. 
Grigg the exception! Im for him 101%; 
the 100% for general principles, and the 1% 
is for the part I understand. 

Seriously, Jesse has put forth a lot of 
effort in those articles. In fact, the March 

(Continued on Page Seventeen) 
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thing is what kicked me off center to come 


forth with this. Gas leakage and throat 
damage are my pet peeves. 
What do you think of this “Open 


Base” bullet? It ought to make a perfect 
gas seal. Of course, the gun might go in 
orbit but, I bet the bullet sealed off the 
powder gas! As you can see, the bullet 
is made by core seating in the point form- 
ing die and the solid point is formed at the 
same time. No doubt everyone with dies 
has tried this at some time or other and, it 
is expected they also had trouble with the 
core seeping around the punch. To over- 
come this, and to protect the exposed lead 
core from hot powder gasses, some .22 cal. 
gas check cups were obtained. Naw, it 
ain't that simple! After you get the gas 
checks, you scratch both ends and swap 
hands awhile. Then, in my case, you drill 
a #3 hole about as deep as the gas check is 
tall in a piece of 4% x 1” bar stock. Then 
go on through the bar with a #15 drill, or 
there-abouts. Then get a wooden dowel 
and valve grinding compound to complete 
this swage-down die for the gas checks. 
They should just fit that polished out #3 
drill size hole. (One feels kinda silly trying 
to get ‘em in the hole, however.) Dress 
off the other end of a #18 drill and poke 
them through that #15 hole. They will 
come out looking like a miniature shoe, or 
something, but keep lining up that hole un- 
der the drill press. The finished product 
looks something like a spent primer (if only 
the primer was the right size, dammit!) 
Now, roll taper the cut lead slugs on the 
square end and stick on the gas check. 
Gas-check down in the squirt die and it 
comes out looking like one of these new- 
fangled pistol bullets. Stick this queer 
looking animal in the bullet jacket and poke 
in the point-forming die, closed end of 
jacket up. Use core seating punch on top 
of gas check to force this mess up in the 
point forming die. Don’t worry about gei- 
ting it out—you were about ready for an- 
other set of dies anyway! Surprise—it 
Stayed on the punch! And, boy, it really 
stays! Get a beer can opener, and after 
the beer is opened, cut, grind, worry, or 
otherwise (those openers are tough!) chew 
off a length of the opener about 134” long. 
Drill and polish a nice hole in the middle 
to just fit over and float on the core seating 
die punch. Then, when the punch goes 
down, beer can opener hits loading tool 
frame and strips off whatever is on the 
punch. I made a handle-stop for my A-2 
Press so that punch don’t come off of hole 
in beer opener tool. It also works good in 
stripping off those stubborn core-seated 
Jackets that you don’t want any bigger. In- 
cidentally, those solid point bullets do stay 
up in the point forming die most of the 
time but), tney eject easily. My finished 
solid point bullets, using .705 Sierra jack- 
ets, weigh 65 grains, are .832” long, and 
have an open base inside the jacket of 
086”. Largest diameter of .2241 is at 
Junction of gas check inside jacket where 
open base starts. 

This .086” length of open jacket be- 
yond bullet base is supposed to seal off the 
powder gas leakage on ignition and down 
the bore. Naw, I haven’t tried ’em—T like 
my guns, and don’t want a .086” length of 
bullet jacket jammed in the chamber neck 
or down the bore! Honestly, I haven’t had 
time to see how they work. It is my in- 
tention to do so at the first opportunity. 
It would be appreciated if someone with 
Previous experience would “Front and Cen- 
fer,” 


Neither has an opportunity presented 
to try my new “Hollow Base” open point 
bullets. These really appeal to me, and 
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TELESCOPES 
For Range & Field Use 


1% in. Varmint Scope with 


| Graduated Head 6, 8, 10 or 12X 


Select the model of your choice from our complete line. 


Our new catalog is now available. 


JOHN UNERTL OPTICAL CO. 


3551-55 East St. 


Pittsburgh 14, Pennsylvania 


the most accurate results are obtained 
the 


FORSTER PRECISION CASE TRIMMER 


Designed to do the job easier, faster and 
more accurately, regardless of variations in 
cartridge head diameters. Super precision 
and quality are evident in every detail! Now 
supplied with a gold anodized base for a 
lasting finish at no extra cost! It’s the finest 
in the fie‘'d! Accessories available for primer 


“Having used your Precision Case 
Trimmer for the past six months, 
| have found it to be the best there 
is at any price.’”’ Joseph F. Hart, 
4017 Schiller Ave., Cleveland 9, 
Ohio 


pocket cleaning, neck reaming, outside neck 
and inside- 


turning, bullet hollow pointing 
outside neck deburring. 


See and Compare It At Your Dealers 
or Write For Free Folder 


NEW 


ZER@ING 
REST 
with Anodized Aluminum 
Cradle and Base — 2-inch 


Vertical Adjustment—Positive 
Lock—Light, Compact, Port- 
oble — for Range and Field. 


SEE AT YOUR DEALER OR WRITE DIRECTLY TO 


FORSTER-APPELT CO. tinknsutinois 


SWIV@LING 
VISE 


with Case Hardened Jaws 
and Screws. Complete 360° 
Rotation. Tilting Head — T 
Inch Opening. for the Gun- 
smith, Hobbyist and Handy- 
man—in Home or Shop, 


$10.95 


19 E. LANARK AVE, 


SHOOTING SUPPLIES OF ALL KINDS—“OSTER”’ SHOOTING ACCESSORIES A SPECIALTY 
EVERYTHING FOR THE HUNTER AND TARGET SHOOTER 
A COMPLETE LINE OF LOADING COMPONENTS 
Send for Catalogue of Oster Accessories made by Shooters 


Llanerch Gun Sho 


Dept. O 


R. E. OSTER 
MAIL ORDERS FILLED PROMPTLY 


2800 TOWNSHIP LINE 


UPPER DARBY. PA. 


should be a pretty good gas seal them- 
selves. It seems I never have time, or the 
place, to do any shooting any more. Down 
here in South Louisiana, it sure is a prob- 
lem. 

It is realized that the accuracy of con- 
ventional home brewed open point bullets 
will possibly never be surpassed, but I bet 
there is just as many ideas as there are B. 
R. shooters, along this and other lines con- 
cerning the shooting game, that are float- 
ing around. Surely someone’s idea could 
help someone else a great deal—if said idea 
would come out of hiding. All in all, it 
would make good reading and thinking. 


Doak Criss 


The Information Bench 
(Continued from Page Nine) 
limits. 

Although many deviations in the rules 
are allowed in the States there were abso- 
lutely no deviations allowed in the 1960 
Olympics. You are better off to get copies 
cf the rules (ISU—the NRA has them) 
and make your equipment comply with 
the big match. John R. Foster, member 
of 1969 Olympic Team. 

(Editor’s comment: Lt. John R. Fos- 
ter has offered to supply further informa- 
He is experienced as both instructor and 
and we have promptly accepted that offer. 

(Continued on Page Nineteen) 
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DON’T MISS A SINGLE ISSUE OF 


PRECISION 


SHOOTING 


SUBSCRIBE NOW WITH THIS HANDY 


COUPON 


OR ON YOUR OWN STATIONERY 


SUBSCRIPTION FORM FOR PRECISION SHOOTING 


64 DEPOT STREET 


LYNDONVILLE, VERMONT 


Please enter my subscription for the period indicated below 


CL] TWO years $7.00 
(] THREE years $9.00 
[] Payment enclosed 


[] ONE year $4.00 
[] FOREIGN 1 year $5.00 


Please bill me 


HEMP’S EJECTION 
BULLET MAKING DIES 

Illustrated is one of the three die set 
of dies for making rifle bullets which are 
being produced by Frank A. Hemsted, Box 
171, Culver City, California. The set con- 
sists of core extrude, core seat and bullet 
swage dies, plus punches, short ram and 
handy ejection frame. He also produces 
sets for making pistol bullets which con- 
sists of one die body, two nose punches, 
two base punches, ram and frame. 

Hemsted states that the dies are made 
of graphite impregnated tool steel and 
properly heat treated, honed and polished to 
specifications. ‘The die sets are made for 
use in heavy duty presses only (7%” X 14 
thread). 

The rifle die sets are priced at $84.75 
and the pistol die sets at $77.50. 

I have personally been using with sai- 
isfaction Hemp’s extrusion core forming 
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dics tos beth ie pa 25 cal. rifle bullets for 


approximately a year. Have used L. L. F. 
core seating and swaging dies for those two 
operations in bullet making for both cali- 
bers and have produced bullets which I 
have been quite satisfied with. L. L. F. 
does not supply extrusion core forming dies 
with their sets, and I consider preformed, 
uniform weight cores a necessity in home 
making really accurate bullets. It would 
cost no more for a complete set of Hemp’s 
dies than for the combination I have been 
using, and would probably be quite as satis- 
factory. 

Peel. ee 
Advanced Techniques 

(Continued from Page Seven) 


cause movement of the rifle. It is neces- 
sary to use a firm grip in order to retain 
control over the rifle when pulling the three 
pound trigger. The thumb should not be 


laid around the small of the 


stock, but 
should be placed on top of it pointing to- 


ward the rear of the bolt. No part of the 
index finger should contact the stock. The 
trigger is squeezed at or just in front of the 
first joint of the index finger, because 
squeezing with this part of the finger re- 
quires the least movement of the finger. 
The pressure must be applied straight to the 
rear, in line with the bore. Any pressure 
to either side will increase the pull due to 
additional friction of the trigger parts and 
may spoil the aim by moving the rifle to 
the side. With the free rifle using a set 
trigger, the hand position is more relaxed 
because the trigger pull is very light and no 
special effort is needed to overcome its ten- 
sion; also for this reason, the more sensi- 
tive tip of the finger is used on the trigger. 
4. Pulling the Trigger: There are two 
basic methods of squeezing the trigger: 
A. The first method is called a con- 
secutive-smooth pull. It is simply a 
smooth, unvarying squeeze that grad- 
ually increases until the shot breaks. 
This type of pull is nearly always used 
in the relatively steady prone position 
and frequently in the sitting and kneel- 
ing positions. The shooter begins his 
squeeze as the rifle settles on the tar- 
get and completes the squeeze disre- 
garding the small movements that the 
rifle makes. This method of trigger 
squeeze must be used by the begin- 
ning rifleman in standing position since 
the periods of best hold while standing 
will be too brief for him to squeeze 
only during those times. It is the urge 
to fire the rifle in this short period of 
near-perfect aim that leads to snatching 
and jerking. By using the consecutive- 
smooth pull, the beginner (and the old 
hand in trouble) can learn proper con- 
trol and coordination. 
B. The second method of squeezing 
the trigger is called a graduated-con- 
secutive pull. With this method the 
shooter squeezes the trigger only with 
the movements of the rifle are relative- 
ly small and the sight picture is fairly 
good. Each time the Hold begins to 
improve, the pressure on the trigger is 
increased so that when the hold finally 
settles and a near-perfect sight picture 
exists, pressure on the trigger is already 
being increased. At this moment, 
when the shooter realized that the hold 
is perfect, he must stop squeezing, and 
merely hold what pressure has already 
been applied. This, of course, is the 
“moment of truth” in rifle shooting. 
Ideally, this is the instant the rifle fires, 
before the firer can react to the perfect 
hold by spasmodically pressing the 
trigger which of course spoils the aim. 
Maintaining trigger pressure and 
starting a new hold naturally increases 
the possibility of the rifle being fired 
as pressure is added to the trigger 
again when the hold begins to improve, 
but the act of continuing the squeeze 
must be positive, decisive, aggressive, 
and above all, smooth. Having learned 
to press the trigger smoothly, all that 
remains to be learned in applying the 
method is when to start and when to 
stop. Start when the hold begins to 
improve, Stop when the hold is as good 
as it will get, or when it gets worse in- 
stead of better. 
5. Timing and Coordination: 
A. The total time during which trig- 
ger pressure is being increased should 
not exceed three seconds. The total 
time from the moment pressure is first 
applied to the moment the rifle fires 
should not exceed ten seconds. Dur- 
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Rates: 
— 10¢ per word per insertion, prepaid. 
Minimum charge $1.00. Closing date for ads 
is the last Saturday of the month preceding 
publication. 


Groups of figures, abbreviations and 
initials count as words. Hyphenated word 
counts as two words. Name and address of 
advertiser is counted. Use full words in- 
stead of initials and abbreviations and make 
your meaning entirely clear — get your 
money’s worth. 


————————— 
WANTED: PRODUCT. Reilly Machine 
Works, 445 Western Avenue, Albany, New 
York. 


TRADE: 
rest Action towards 
81, very good or 

Candor, New York. 


FOR SALE: M722 .222 Magnum, latest 
type; dies, 60 loads, 400 50 gr. Sierra bul- 
lets, excellent or better, $95.00. M70 .270 
Standard, excellent, $89.00. M70 .270, Apex 
Match Grade 22” Sporter barrel, High 
Comb well figured factory stock, excellent 
or better, $98.00. All F. O. B. Ted Kin- 
del, KINDEL FURNITURE, Grand Ra- 
pids, Michigan. 


WANTED: 25 D 8 GT tubes. Reilly 
Machine Works, 445 Wsetern Avenue, Al- 
bany, New York. 


Ciassified type ads; no display. 


One unused Sako L579 Bench- 
standard Remington 
better. Earl Kading, 


ing the remaining seven seconds trig- 
ger pressure is maintained constant 
while the firer waits for the hold to be- 
gin improving. When firing a rifle 
with a three pound trigger, the shooter 
should apply about two pounds of pres- 
sure to the trigger when first pointing 
the rifle, and use one of the methods 
above to add the additional pound re- 
quired to fire the rifle. Such a system 
will make it possible to meet the three 
second-ten second time limits. 

B. Coordination: Simply stated, there 
is only one act to be coordinated so 
that it occurs at a time when one con- 
dition exists. Accurate position shoot- 
ing is a difficult art to master only be- 
cause this coordination is not ordinarily 
taught or practiced as a separate step 
in learning to shoot. This positive ap- 
proach to learning coordinated trigger 
manipulation requires that each of the 
other steps, positions, breathing, sight- 
ing and trigger control have been thor- 
oughly learned and are properly ap- 
plied. 


SHOOTING PSYCHOLOGY 


Shooting psychology is the application, 
direction and control of the shooters thought 
processes in such a manner as to reduce 
and overcome mental and physical barriers 
to the production of high and consistent 
shooting results. 

Any skill is developed only through 
practice, and rifle marksmanship is no ex- 
ception. But, the old adage says “The 
proof of the pudding is in the eating” and 
the proof of a shooter is in competition. A 
rifle tournament is a thorough test of a 
shooter because it makes it possible for him 
to'show his skill and level of technical ac- 
complishment which he has achieved as a 
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HUTCHING’S 
RIFLE STOCKS The MARKSMAN stock is ideal for 


Dealer Inquiries Invited 


on printed letterhead Rest rifles. 


the Varminter-Sporter class, Bench- 


L. B. ROTHSCHILD, Manufacturer, Dept.SP-5 4504 W. Washington Blvd., Los Angeles 16, Calif. 


result of his training. The special feature 
of a match is the fact that it is not a simple 
matter for a shooter to demonstrate the real 
level of his ability. The special competitive 
nature of the match situation has unusual 
effects on the nervous system and on the 
muscles of the body. 


Every athlete will admit that a special 
condition called “pre-tournament jitters” 
overtakes them just before their event is to 
start. 


Some athletes can overcome this con- 
dition by exercise, but not the rifleman, 
who must keep perfectly still and suppress 
his nervousness with his will alone. It is 
no wonder, then, that the value of a rifle- 
man to a team is determined not solely by 
his technical ability, nor his accuracy, but 
also by his steadiness and by his ability to 
measure up to the level of his real profic- 
iency in a tournament. He must keep con- 
trol of himself and force himself to shoot 
well in spite of his nervousness. 


The symptoms of pre-tournament  jit- 
ters are well known. An increase of the 
blood pressure and of the pulse rate to as 
much as 120 beats per minute is not un- 
usual. The breathing becomes more rapid 
and shallow. The shooter may also be- 
come hot and begin to sweat. The tone of 
the muscles changes and coordination is up- 
set resulting in a feeling of indecisiveness 
or loss of confidence and a feeling of fear 
and concern about a bad score. Not only 
does the shooter’s hold become worse, but 
he loses the ability to squeeze the trigger 
smoothly. 


With our shooter in such a state that 
he is practically a hospital case, we must 
now look for some means of saving him. 
To cure any ill we must first know the 
cause of the distress. The cause can best 
be shown by an example from the book 
“Competitive Marksmanship with the Rifle 
and Carbine,” translated from the Russian. 
Prior to 1949, the practice in shooting had 
been to conceal the shooter’s results from 
him. Both the target marker, the pit man, 
and the coach took great pains to do this. 


They believed that if a shooter discov- 
ered how well he was shooting he would 
immediately fire some poor shots. The 
idea existed that inside a rifleman there is 
some kind of a machine that immediately 
springs into action as soon as he is beating 
the record, with the result that his score 
goes down. In 1949-50, a rules change de- 
manded that a shooter be informed exactly 
about each shot. The result was that rifle- 
men were forced to re-educate themselves, 
to remake their nervous systems, to encour- 
age high moral ‘and disciplinary standards 
in themselves, to acquire the ability to calm 
themselves, and to shoot well.” 

The cause, then, for the shooter’s ill of 
pre-tournament jitters and for nervousness 
in a tournament is nothing more than the 
shooter’s thoughts concerning the tourna- 
ment. In order to combat this nervous- 
ness, a rifleman must force himself to 
change the course of his thoughts, to take 
them off the tournament, and to concentrate 
by an effort of will, all his attention and 
thoughts on the one decisive moment in 
which he makes his shot and not let any- 


TOR RIFLEMAN'S COAT 


You'll shoot better in this out- 
standing coat. New back 
pockets keep glove, loading 
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Self adjusting back 
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thing else distract him. 

If the shooter can set himself a task 

for a certain period of time, he will concen- 
trate his attention on doing it and_ his 
thoughts will be diverted from the tourna- 
ment and from all things which tend to ag- 
gravate his nervousness. 
. Here are some tasks which help the 
firer concentrate on the job of shooting. 
A shooter may concentrate on the position 
of his trigger finger and squeezing the trig- 
ger. He may think about doing a good 
job of shooting through a given series of 
shots, and when that is completed, concen- 
trate on the next series. He may fire in 
very rhythmical fashion using nearly auto- 
matic motions which tends to calm nervous- 
ness. Perhaps the best task is to concen- 
trate very intently on the shot that is be- 
ing fired, to the exclusion of all else. Not 
only does this exclude outside influence, (a 
negative action, but it also serves to direct 
all of the shooter’s energies on the most im- 
portant task of shooting. 


The Information Bench 

(Continued from Page Seventeen) 
tion on the International courses shooting 
coach as well as one of the leading competi- 
tors.) 
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DOUGLAS ULTRARIF LED BARRELS 


_WORLD’S FINEST PRODUCTION MADE RIFLE BARREL 


The quality of DOUGLAS barrels has been proven many times on the target and in the field, both big 
game and varmint shooting. These barrels hold many records on the target, in bench rest, big bore, 
and small bore target work. We receive new reports all the time, attesting to their excellence, from 
the target shooter and hunter. We feel that we are. making the finest production made rifle barrel 
available in the world today. Further, our wide range of sizes and weights, variety of calibers, deliv- 


eries, prices and discounts to gunsmiths, add up to a service that is not available from any other L-ar- 
rel maker in the land. 


AND NOW DOUGLAS OFFERS BUTTON RIFLED MUZZLE LOADER BARRELS 


The finest muzzle loader button rifled barrels available anywhere regardless of price. Made from 
octagon shaped steel with a smooth cold drawn finish to finish up to 42” long, rifled with 8 lands and 
grooves, and’rifling twist of one turn in 48”. Available in three sizes of steel, 7%” across the flats in 
calibers 32, 36, and 40 (40 caliber will be cut rifled), 1” across the flats in calibers 36, 40, and 45 (45 
caliber will be cut rifled); and 14%” across the flats in 40, 45, and 50 calibers. Any of the above sizes 
and calibers at only $32.50 each. Subject to regular gunsmiths discounts. 


WRITE FOR FREE LITERATURE ON THESE BARRELS AND THE OTHER FINE BAR- 
RELS THAT WE MAKE. 


G. R. DOUGLAS CO., INC. 


5504 Big Tyler Road Charleston 2, W. Va. 
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World War II Veteran 
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bricants is supplied in the “SURE- 
MARK” CASE LUBRICATOR. 
Just the right amount—Microfyne 
graphite, Motor. Mica or Moly- 


DRUM ADAPTABLE 
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kote—is applied to the case neck 
without. mess or bother. Com- 
plete unit with burnishers for ail 
calibers from .22 to .45 with 
Microfyne or Motor Mica $1.00; 
Molykote $1.25, postpaid. 
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The Gunsmith BLACK 


FINISHING UNIT 


Made especially for the man who 
wants to do the best in firearm refin- 
ing — for himself or for profit. This 
same process is used by manufac- 
turers. Comes complete with tanks, 
burners, supply of 
PENTRATE cry- 
stals, instructions 
and all equipment 
needed. Write for 
details. 
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e vent shedding in flight 


er on penetration. 
Pure lead cores for best expansion and 
shocking power. 25¢ for compiete infor 
mation. 
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4 cav. 
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